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?CE THB DXSBaCT OT OGUWXA 


DNZIED SZAIBS 


VULUM L. PITTS 


CriaiBal Mo. S 26-55 


Vatfhlx«taa, D. C. | 

I 

Jamnr 19X 

Tte above-eotitled action eaaa on for trial on tiaa aaritn bifora Vm 

'■ i 

BCNGR^BI 2 E!MARD CORa&H, Tbited States DUtriet Mga, and a at 

I 

1:45 o'clock p* ou | 

APPSARAMCES I 

I 

ElVARD P. TBCmL, ESQQIRE, AasUtant Qnitad States At^onieT; 

On bcdialf of tba Oocanaant* 

JAMBS T« WRZQHT^ ESQPIH S , 

I 

On btiialf of tba Defaodant* j 

i 

RflBEBT U JaaME | 

vas called as a %fltnss 8 bj ax»d on babel f of tba Ibitad States a^ baring 

i 

been duly mioxn, was exanrinad and tsstifiad as foUows: | 

XnRBCT EXdMDttTXQi I 


BT 


Q Tour aam, eirt 
A. Bbbert L* Jordan* 

Q Keep year rdoe up and apeak clearly* Ubat is 
A Robert L* Jordan* 

Q Vbera do yon lira? 

A 781 Morton Straat^ Eorthnst* 

Q Ara yon acqoalntsd with tba Oafandant Pitts? 
A Tea, I am* 

Q And yon sea bis bsra p rasan t todiyt 
A Tes» 1 do* 

Q Bov long bava yon known Pitts? 


I bava been knowing bis for abent 


Q Bov long? 

A Sevan or aigbt aontbSt 


( 273 ) 


Q OiTMtlns tout attrition to Jtily 10, 1955, a Staidijr, did 
bava oeeaaioo to aae the Defendant Piita that day? 

A I did. 

Q And vhere was that? 

A That vaa 3418 Eleventh, Bahalia* OrlU* 

Q What aeetion of town? 

A Northweat* 

Q Iba Diatriet of Colnobia? 

A Tee, air. 

Q Vhat time of day did you meet Pitta there? 

A Arcond about five or six o’clock. 

0 , la that a tavern? 

A Tea, it ia. 

Q Ton aay five or six o'clock. Waa that morning or evening? 

A In the evening. (274) 

Q ^What peraona were preaent vhen you x^ere with Pitta at that i>laee 
on that day? 

A Locilla. 

Q lacillft who? 

A MeManca. 

Q Vbo elae? 

A Eddie Langford. 

'V 

Q Vbo? 

A Eddie lengford. And aoneone elae vaa aitting there but I don't 
recall tAo it vaa* 

Q Waa the Defendant Pitta there? 

A Tea, he vaa. 

Q And how long did you atay there after you met Pitta? Tou aay you 
aet him about five or six in the afternoon* Bov long did you atay there 
after that? 

A I atayed there for a pprox i nately 35 or 40 ndnotea azkl left and 
eema back. 

Q Whet? 

A Approadmately 35 or 40 miantea* I vent out and came back.- 
Q Aboot what time did you cone back? 


Q All ri^* And did 70 a rtay there for e 


after 9130? 


Iee> I staTad there the reet of the evexdaf • 

Vhat tlae did joa leeret 

Arcond ehaat five oliixtee of twelve, when the 


Q Vhat? 




A Ahoot five of twelve when it wee eloeing np. | 

Q That was aandagr, July 10» 1955? 

A That ie oorrect# 

i 

I 

0, Where did yon go after jcn. left tfaie ta ve rn where you il«re earl 

I 

A We went down to Hr* langford'e h oae e * 

Q Where wee that? 

i 

A 3503 I *><<"> it VM, 3003, I 

Q 3603 what atreet? | 

I 

A Thirteenth Street* | 

Q Vhat section of town? | 

I 

A Nortlweet* | 

Q Is that in the District of ColOBhla? 

i 

A Tea, It was* | 

Q Who vent to Langford's place at 3603 Thirteenth Streep, M oitlea i 
A The Defendant, VillleB Pitts. 

I 

Q Who else? | 

I 

A Tncme H e Ha n ae and laeille Beasley* I aaea Jdenita Beasley* 

Q Who else? 

A And nyeelf * 1 

I 

Q And ahoot what tiaa did yon arrive there? j 

A Ve arrived there Sboot a quarter of twelve* | 

I 

Q And how did yon get there? 

A we valhad down* ! 

j 

Q Waa it Jost a Short dietaztee? j 

A Tea, it wee* | 

! 

Q And ^dio went In L a ngfor d 's ipertwant at that tiaet j 

I 

A Defendant Pitta went in end Langford, Inome B ee ele yl, l a gllle 


liar 


And yaoreelf? 

Tee* Ttere vee another girl along at ‘Uie tiae, 
I see* And yon entered there abont when? 


I 

, Mpy lin en s . 





A About a qioarter of tr^ve* 

Q That would be on Jtily 11, 1955? 


( 276 : 


A Tee* 

Q Which vae what day of the vfeev? 

A What day? That was Suziday night, past sdLdnight, going on Monday 
morning* 

Q That was early Monday xaorning, is that correct? 

A That is right* 

Q What happened after you vent to Langford’s apartment with these 
people, Pitts and the Beasley girl and the Hdfenus girl? 

A We vent in and sit down and started talking and listening to (277) 

the radio* 

Q Did you have a conversati^ or did yoa hear a conversation between 
the defendant and anybody else at that time? 

\ 

A Yes, I heard a conversation about a watch* 

Q And ^ibo participated in this conversation? 

A Mr* Langford and Me* William Pitts* 

Q And what, if anything, was said as you recall? 

A I recall that Defendant said it didn't run on his arm* 

Q What? 

A The watch* 

Q What was said about the watch? 

A Mr* Langford said it didn't run on my arm either," so he set the 
watch down on the bureau, the dresser* 

Q Who set the vatCh down? 

A Defendant Pitts* 

d Had he been wearing the watch before then? 

A Yes, he had* 

Q Where was this bureau where he set the watch down? 

A It was right there by it, it was in the bedroom. Just a one room 
apartfflsot* 

Q Bow many rooms were in this apartment? 

A Two with the kitchen* 

Q Well, ^dist was in front? 

A What was in front? 

Q Yes, what is the front foom of the apartment? 

A The bedroom^ 


( 278 ) 


Q la ‘Qkere a llvlag roam there? 

A Mo, Joat two of then there* 

- Q There ia a bedroom, vaa there another room? 


I 



A No, there vcan't, kltdien* 

Q A Idtchen? 

A Tea* 

Qt Vas tb^re a porch? 

A A porch oot on back, yes* 

Q. Beck of idiat room? 

A Next to the kitchexu 

Q la there a door between the kitchen and tbt por^? 

A Tea* 

Q Jhid what floor of the bcildlng, at 3603 Thirteenth 
vaa thia ap a rtme n t located 

A 

A Plrat floor, the back* 

Q Nov after Pitta put the vat^ on the bureea in the hedtoom, vea that 

I 

in the bedroom? I 

A Tea, it vaa* j 



Q VfhBt, if auTtbing happened 'ttien? | 

I 

A Ve all act down and atarted talking and later on ewexT^bodj said he 
was h un gr y and wanted to get something to eat, and ao Defendant,! he (279) 


looked for his watch and Hery had left out of the apartment* | 

Q Can*t understand you* | 

I 

A Mezy Thomaa hod left out of *ttie ap a rtment to go get scimething to 

cat and Defendant was looking for his wat<di and said it vean*t v|p tfaw * 

! 

Q Uhere was he referring to? | 

I 

A Oo. the bureau* | 

I 

Q Then what happened? I 

A Then he said a om eb ody got 119 ^ watdi* So be asked Hr* Langford, did 

I 

he have it, and Longford said he didn't have it* | 

So they started arguing and talking about it so I aal^, "meybe the 
girl got your vat<di on*" Z said, "Wait until ite corns hoc k *" j 

I 

So at the time Hr* William Pitta and Lucille Beosley,| the girl, 

I 

She left azkd they vent on out the book doo r * j 

' Q Do you know idtero they went? | 

I 

A No, I didn't know where they was going* | 




Q Old Pitt* say vbere he vas goli^ 
A No, he didnH soy* 


( 279 ) 


Q ^bout what tine of day op nornli^ vas that when Pitts left the 


apcrtnent? 

A That vas around about 25 of 1« 


Q .about vhen? 

A About twenty-five ninutes after t%ielve« 


(230) 


Q 12:25? 


A Yes, sooeidiere along there, fifteen or twenty minutes after ve got 
'ttkere* 

Q This VOS still July 11, vas it? 

A Yes, it vas« 

Q After Pitts left, what happened? 

A After Pitts left Nr* Langford, he vent out and looked for the girl 

*1 

'.dx> vent to the store. Mazy Thomas, his girl friend. 


Q Keep your voice xsp. 


A His girl friend. Mazy Thomas* Langford vent out looking for her* 
That bnly left me and Lacille Mdteas there, so later on about quarter of 
one, of the defendant William Pitts came and knocked on the door* • 

Q What time vas that? 

A About a quarter of one. 

Q This vas still July 11? 

A Yes, it vas, he came and knocked on the door* I opened the door* 

He said, *Uhere is Nr* Langford?” I said, ”I don't Imov* He vent out back* 

Be is gone to the store locking for his girl”* And he walked on In the 
kitchen and vent out on the back porch* 

Q l>ld you see him go on the back por^? 

A Yes, I did* 

Q Where were you \rben he vent to the back porch? (281) 

A Z vas still setting in the bedroom* 

Q That vas the front room? 

A Yes* 

Q. Then what happened? 

A And lat^ on dbout fifteen or twenty odmites later after that, ve 
was getting ready to go out and at the sane time Langford called me out back 
and Z went out to see that he wanted* 


( 231 ) 


Q Vas 'ttid dofendezrt present idwn Langford poo? j 

I 

A Yes, be vas* | 

Q Vbat did Langford say to jaoH I 

I 

A He asloed me did I bav’e any noney is ay poelcet* j 

I 

Q Where vere you at that tiae? I 

A I vas standing in the Mtdten door* | 

Q All ri^xt* ^nd did you go out on the porch? 

I 

A I vaUced out on the porch and I held the door open* | 

i 

Q Whet VOS the condition of the door after you vent out on th pore' ' 
A The door? 

Q Yes* I 

! 

A When I vent out on the porch the door voold go ba^ ti> the right, 
vhen I pushed the door back and I stepped dOMn on the porc h * 

1 

Q I>ld you open the door yourself? 

i 

A Yes, I did* (282) 

I 

Q After you stepped out on 'Uie parcth idiat did you do vijth the door? 

I 

I 

A I Just still held on to the door, in other vords, vbe^ I stepped 
down on the porch, I Just turned a ro u nd and the defendant vas facing ae and 
I held on to the door* 

Q What part of the door? 

! 

A The part you open to go back in* | 

Q The knbb? 

I 

A Yes* I 

I 

Q I see* Where vas Pitts ^dien you eaae out of the door jbetueen the 

I 

kit<^en and the porch? 

I 

A Be vas standing back by the steps as you cone up on beekportdk 

I 

about fifteen feet away* j 

I 

Q Bov far from you? 

A About fifteen* | 

I 

Q Fifteen ^at? 

I 

A Feet* i 

I 

Q I see* Where vas Langford at that tine? j 

I 

A Mr* Langford vas standing direct across from ne* I 

I 

Q Bov far vas Langford from Pitts? | 

i 

A He vas about the same distance* | 

Q Where you and Langford standing together? I 

A Longford was standing about three or four feet away flran ac to 
the ric^t of me* i 


7 



Q Z see* Whet Pitts say to you vhen you oed^^t of the (283) 

» 

door? 

A He said, "DonH move or 1*11 shoot*” 

Q Did you loove? 

A I let go the door* 

Q All ri^it* After you let go of the door, uhat happened? 

A He Just shot ae* 

Q Vihere did he Shoot you? 

A Bi^it here (indicating)* 

Q Pull your coat back and Shov* 

A Ri^t herri* 

Q How %diat happened to you \dien he Shot you? 

A I grabbed iiyself and ran back out through the front of the apartment 
and called a cab* 

Q Did you go under your own power? 

A TeSy X did* 

Q What did you do? 

A I called a cab out front of the apartment* 

Q Where did you go? 

A Down to Garfield Hospital* 

Q And were you admitted to Garfield Hospital? 

A Tea, I vas* 

Q And were you admitted the same day? 

A The same dsy* 

Q Ida vent directly to Garfield Ho^ital? 

A Yes, I didv (284) 

Q And hov long did you stay In Garfield Hospital? 

A About nine or ten days* 

Q During that time were you operated on? 

A Yes, I vas* 

G When did you leave the hospital? 

A It vas on a Saturday, I think it vas. Shout tvo weeks later* 

Q I see* Nov at the time Pitts Shot you, did you have a weapon of 

any kind Ifi yo u r possession? 

A No, I did not* 

Q Did you have a knife in your possession? 

A No, I did not* 


Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q, 

A 


A gun in your possession? | 

I did not* j 

Did yon hove a bottle in your possession? | 

No, I didn’t* j 

. I 

Did yon advance towards Pitts before be Shot you? j 
No, I didn’t* I 

Vbot did you do before he Shot you? | 

I stood there looking* I was Shocked when I saw the gai| in his 


( 281 ) 


(285) 


hand* 


(I 

Pitts? 


THE COORT: Why did he shoot you? 

TEE WITNESS: He shot me for nothing, os far as I Imov* 

THE COQRT: No reason at all? 

THE WITNESS; That is ri^rt* 

THE COORT; You weren’t threatening him? 

THE WITNESS; No, I wasn’t* 

BY Ml* roOXELL: 

After you cane out of the door, what, if ansrthing, did 


you say to 


A I didn’t say nothing to him* 

Q What, if anything, did Pitts say to you? ^ 

A Only thing he said \riben.I came out the door, he said, D^n't move, 
or I’ll shoot*” j 

Q After he said that, idiat did you do? ! 

I 

A I just let go the door* I 

Q When you did that, you moved, is that correct? | 

A That is ri^t* | 

r 

t 

Q But you moved only to do ^at? ! 

A To drop my hands off the door* j 

Q To do “vdiat? 

A To drop sy hands away from the door* 

I 

Q All right* Now after you left the hospital, you say al|out (286) 
nine or ten days or two weehs later, did Pitts come to see you?*i 

i 

A Yes, he came to see me about a week later* | 

I 

Q About a week later, a week later* After \diat? j 

I 

A After I returned from the hospital* | 

Q About %d)en was that? I 

A That was about, on a, I think it was one Sunday he co^ around*. 


o 





Q Vos it in ^oly or iiugust? 

A I thinJr it vos in July* 

Q .^Ibout n week after you left the hospital? 

A les* 

Q Do you recall whether ot not you had a conversatite with Pitts 


at that time? 


A Tes, I did* 

Q .£nd ^tbexQ yas it that he called on you? 
A In my house* 

Q Irihere vas that? 

A 781 Morton Street* 


lJ3d you do recall the conversation that he had with you at that 


time? 


A Yes, I do» 

Q Vhat did he say to you? (28 

A Be say, '’you know I didn’t pean to dioot you*” 

I 

YBE C08BT: Vbat? 

THE VXBKSS: He soy that he didn’t mean to Shoot me and he said he 

didn’t I n t end to Shoot me and he said that he was sorry* 

BYm* TBCKSa: 

Q Vhat else did he say? 

A He vanted to try to square downtown vith qy hospital bills and the 
time I lost from vork* 

Q Vbnt did he say Sbout that? 

A Be said, ”I have got to go down and see his D*A* %rith him*” 

* • 

Q See who? 

A His D*A* 

THE COORT: Bis D*A* means you, I guess* 

Ifi* TRCDOaX; Come see me? 

IBB VIIHBSSs No, he wasted me to go see on attorney with* him* 

HI MU TBOXELL: 

^ Q Gb, an attorney other than a D*A*, is that ri^xt? 

A That is right* 

Q. Did you go see the attorney with him? 

A No, not at the tine I didn't* (23 

d I see* Vas anybody else pres en t \dien you had this conversation 
with Pitts? 


t 


A Kr« Langford cose up there with him and bis brother* 
* 

Q Sdword Ltmgford? 

A Yes, and defendant’s brorih^* 


(288 


Q I see* Nov ct azQr time at the time of this ftoooting, dldl 70 a have 

I 

veapon In yoixr bands? ! 

I 

A No, I did not. j 

Q At any time did you threaten him, the defendant? ! 

A No, I did not. j 

i 

Ifi. TROyRTJ*; I have no farther qoestions. I 


CROSS miGNATION 


BY m« WRIGBT: 


Q Isn’t it a fact at the time he told yoa "Don’t move or Ij’Il (303. 

I 

I 

aSioot," yon vere advancing toward him with this bottle upraised iz| your hand? 

I 

A Nope. I (301 

Q Nov ycfu say despite no statement on ycnr port, the only [using 
that Pitts said to you, "Don’t move or I’ll ^loot," and then you joar 

I 

I 

hand drop from the door? | 

I 

A That is ri^t. I 

Q Thereupon he ^)ot you? | 

I 

A That is ri^. I 

I 

I 

Q No reason at all? | 

A That is ri^t. j 

I 

Cl Then you say you left the bach part of the house, vent jbo Xbe front 

i 

part of the house, going to the street for a chb? j 

I 

A That is right* | 

Q Did you have any conversation vith anybody on your way out? 

i 

A No, I didn*t* j 

I 

Q Did you mention to either Langford or Pitts at the tine jthat you 

I 

had been hit? I 

A No, I didn’t. I 

Q Nov you say that some Sunday in Jbly subsequent to youxj dis^saxge 

from the hospital, Mr. Langford and Mr. Pitta both came to your ijouse along 

! 

with Mr. Pitts* brother, is that correct? j 

A That is correct. | 

( 

Q And the only conversation between you at that time vaa |‘U»t (303 

I 

Pitts related to you that he vaa sorry about this Incident? j 




Q Axad he vested to square away yoor hospital biXlst 


303 


A Tes, 

Q Ton were in agreement with that, were you not? 

A Was I in agreement with it? 

Q Yes* 

A Yes, if he was going to pay for the hospital hills, he ou^t to 
pay for the time off froin work* 

Q In fact, you signed an agreement to that effect? 

A No* 

Q You didn’t sign an agreement to that effect? 

A Ve signed an agreement down to the lawyer’s later on* 

Q That is \Aiat I am referring to* 

A Yes* 

Q It is a fact even subsequent to this incident you folks have been 
out g&ther, haven't you? 

A Nope* 

Q Let me ask you this, how many tines after you got out of the hospital 

did Mr* Pitts and Mr* Langford come to your bouse with respect to settling 
this case? 

A Veil, Mr* Pitts came around there about three times and he called 

once* 

Q And how many times, let me ask you this, sir, when was the (30^) 
second and third time in relation to the first time that you mentioned ^diich 
was shortly after your discharge from the hospital? 

A I didn!t get that* 

Q When %ras the second and third time, if you can remaober, as to the 
a pprox i mate time in the month after the first time he cane? You say he came 
two or three times? 

A Yes* 

Q When did he come the second time and the third time? 

A When he came about—he came about three or four dayslater* He kept 
casing around, wanting me to go to the lawyer’s office with him* 

Q Did thez« come a time you did discuss this matter with him and 
sign the agreement? 

A Yes, on the day Just before the Court trial* 


12 


Q Nov after ^o^pft and vent to the hospital, jaa. dcjn't (304) 
know about anyttiing else, that la, of ycnx own personal knovledgeij that had 

i 

occorred tbei^ in that apartment, do you? 

A That Is correct* 

i 

i 

Q You say at the time you were on the back porch with Lan^ord (306) 

, i 

and Pitts Just prior to the (footing, that you were not armed? ! 

I 

A That is right* | 

Q You also said that Langford was not armed? | 

I 

A That is right* I 


Q How do you know that? 


Mr* Langford was standing there with his hands on the 


I 

r^. 


both 


hands* 


Q You don't know idiether he had a knife or gun in his pocket* You 
didn't make any search of him? j 

A No, I didn't* I 

Q You hadn't made a search of him prior to his going on the por^? 

I 

'" A What is that? ! 

s I 

“ I 

~ Q You hadn't made any search of his body prior to leaving to get on 
the porch or go to the store, had you? 

A That is ri^t, I hadn't* 

I 

Q So when you appeared, you didn't really know what the ajtate of his 
condition was as to whether he was armed or not, isn't that rlgh^? (307) 

I 

A I didn't know ^dietber he was armed, that is right* | 

! 

Ift* WRIGHT: Nothing further* j 

EXMARD lANQFORD i 

i 

was called as a i/itness by counsel for the Government and, having been first 

I 

i 

duly sworn by the Deputy Clerk, was examined and testified as fo^ovs: 

DIRECT EXAHINATICXI | 

I 

BY m* TROXELL:. I 

I 

Q Keep your voice up and speak clearly and plainly and IcjMdly* 

Your name, please* j 

A Ify name is Edward Langford* ! 

I 

Q L-a»n-g-f-o-r«-d? | 

A That is ri^t*. | 

Q Where do you live? ! 

I 

I 

A 3416 Eleventh Street*. I 

I 

I 

Q In the District of Coluidbia? I 

A Yes, sir* | 




(307) 


Q Mcjw vhere were jfou living during July of 1955? 

A I van living at 3603 13th Street* 

Q m -what ]?art of town? 

A northwest* (30: 

Q And in what city? 

A Washington, D* C* 

Q And directing your attention nav to July 10 and Uth, 1955, were 
yon living at the sane address, then? 

A Tes, sir* 

Q 3603 13th Street, Northwest? 

A Tes, sir* 

Q In the District of Colnnbia? 

A Tes, sir* 

Q All right* Now directing your attention to Sunday, July ID, 1955, 
do you recall where you were during the evening of that day? 

A I was at the grill, 341S Uth Street, Northwest* 

Q How far away is that from your £^>artiDent? 

A About two blocks* 

Q The apartiaent where you lived the:! 3603 13th? 

A Tes, sir* 

Q Who was with you at that grill? 

A Well, abont^there was four of us, Mr* Pitts, Mr* Jordan— 

Q. When you say Mr* Pitts, you laean the defendant? 

A Tes, sir* 

Q The defendant sitting here? 

A Tes, sir* 

Q And when yon say Jordan you mean the gentleman who preceded (309) 
yon to the stand? 

A Tes, sir* 

Q Tou mean the person now standing in the courtroom? 

A Tes, sir* 

Q The record will Show that the witness Identified Robert Jordan* 

Who else was there at that grill on that Sunday afternoon 

July 10? 

A 


Q 


There was another girl, her name was Mary Thomas and Lucille McManus 
Were there any other persons? 


(309 



THE WITNESS: Mr* Jbrdan, wyaelf aod Mr^* Pitts az^ M c M Haa n s eoatd a girl 

. i 

I 

named Looise Beasley* ! 

TBB COCBT: All rlgbt* j 

1 

MU TRQXBIL: About >diat time was it you vent from the grill ito your home? 

I 

THE WITNESS: I*d say it vas about a little after tvelYe* | (Six) 

I 

BT MU THOmi.: j 

I 

Q, During the early morning hours of the foUowiag day? | 

A Tes* I 

Q And vhen you say "hone”, you mean ^dzat? | 


15 





k I msan \ibsT9 1 vag llvtag* (311) 

Q 3603? 

A 3603 13thStre«tt 
Q Koorthwest? 

A Nortbuest* 

Q Now— 

TBS COQBT: That ia is the Digtriet of Coloobla? 

TSB VrCHBSS: Yes, air^ 

BYm« TBOmLi 

Q AH ri^bt* Now about idiat tine did joa arrive there? < 

A I voold say aboot i^proziinately about 10 after or 15 after 12« 

Q All 

And ^diat floor ia your ap a r t ment on at that address? 

A Od the first floor* 

Q Describe the layout of your apartment* 

A Coming in off of the 13th Street side idien you open the (312) 

vestibule door^ then you open the outer door, then you come into the hall* 
Itr^apestmeAt was atrai^rt in the bach. 

Q Vhat is the first room you come into when you enter your a p a r t me n t? 

A Through the bedroom, 

Q Vhat is the next room? 

A The klt^ien, 

Q. lA»t is back of the kitchen? 

A The porch* 

Q And is there a way from the por^ out back? 

A Ihs, sir* 

Q Ybu could leave by, go out throu^ the pordi and leave the ai>ertmeL. 
by the porCh, is that correct? 

A Yes, sir* 

Q Vhat h^pened after you people went to your apartment at 3603 13th 
Street NorthMest on that occasion? ! 

A Ve all vent down there, I ksevch to have some fun and set down and 

1 

talked to one another* 

Q Where did you sit down? I 

A On soma chairs and a coapjje set on the bed* 

I 
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Q Which room? 

A In the bedroom* 


(312 


Q Then vhat happened? 

A Then a dieenssian eaae Hr* Pitts said be ves leavingj 
Q Vbo said? i 

A Mr. Pitts. [ (31? 

IXiring the tine be aslced ne about a vatdi I let him havej up at 
the grill. I told bin, I said, "Well, I banre given 70 a a wat^” T^aen there 

I 

wasrno more said. He left. | 

I 

Then later on, be came back and I happened to be oat on jtbe ba^ 

I 

par<± then, beeanse ay girl friend eas supposed to be gone to the litore, and 
I vas sitting out there waiting for her. When be cone back Mr. Jarjdan opened 
the door for bin. j 

I 

Q Aboat ^diat time did be come back? | 

A I would say be left about 12:30. He most have come back labout, it 

i 

most have been near one o*clo^c. | 

Q Vas that July 11, 1955? | 

A Yes, sir. ! 

I 

Q All ri^it. .And where were you idien he came back? | 

A Out on the back por<di. | 

Q All right. Now did be come back to the back porch? I 

I 

I 

A When be came in, I was sitting on the porch and be aske4 Mr. Jordan 

I 

^diere was I* Robert thought I bad went up to the comer to get syjgirl friend 

^diich had went to the store, but all the time I was out on the ba^k porc h , 

I 

so when he came out, he saw me, be said '^fbere’s say wat^?* | 

i 

I said, 'Vllliam, I give you your wateh.” l 

I 

Be had been holding a can of beer in bis hands. I said, | *I haven't 

I 

got your watch, William.* j 

I 

Then be told me to stay away from him; told me to get onjrer (3QL< 

I 

here. 

I 

So, I stood iq> back against the rail and I called Mr. J^ardan out 

I 

the back. I said, *llQbert,* I say, "Have you got four dollars?” I|said^ 

i 

"'cause I got three; I will give him bis $7 back 'cause Z am not jlooidng 

i 

for no trouble. j 

Q Why the seven dollars? 

A Buh? 

Q Why would it be $7? 

A Because that is what be give me for the wat^ up to th^ grill. 

Q Where was Jordan When you called him? I 


A Be vee eettiag in the bedroonu ( 314 ) 

Q Vhat did 70 a #07 ^dten 70 a celled JordanT 

A I ahked Jordan, I raj, have tou fot four dollars tqu could let me 
have so that 1 could oahe the $7 to give VHliam bach because I said^ I ain’t 
looking for no trouble. 

Q Old TOU say all that to Jordan or JUst vhat did 700 say to Jordan? 

A Vhat I Just got through saying. 

Q Vhei^ was Jordan vhen you said all that 

A Be Has cooing out froo the Idtdhen. Be cane out to tell oe that 
he didn't have any. 

Q Did be say that? (31?) 

A Tea.' 

Q Was the defendant present at that tine? 

A Be vas standing there. 

Q All ri^xt. Nov vbere were you standing idien Jordan came out of the 
hlteben on to the back pordi? 

A I vas standing, the back porch vas like this, the kitchen door is 
here; here is the rail ov^ here; I vas standing approximately right here. 

Q Where vas Pitts standing? 

A Be vas standing right here. 

Q Aad vhere vas Jordan %dten he came out the door? 

A Veil, the door is in the center so he came out and he stood there 

and he said, veil, I hav^'t got no money, Eddy. So I said, I believe his 
vat^ is In there on the dresser. I said, "Qo back in there and see if the 
vatdi is on the dresser.* 

So Bbbert started back in the door and all I heard vas a ehot. 

Q Did you hear Pitts address any remarks or any statement to Jordan? 

A All I heard him say, "Don't move.” 

Q When vas that in relation to ^dxen Jordan came out the door? 

A That vas vhen he %ras going back in the door to get the vatdh off 
the dresser* 

Q Vhere had Jordan been standing before Pitts said that to him? (316) 

A Be vas standing right next to me. 

Q And hov far vas he from the door? 

A I vas here, and Robert van here and the door about ri^ here. 

Q After he came out of the door, had ha valked over by you? 

A Be stood right beside an. 


Q I see* Ncv did yen see vbat Pitts hsd in his iten 


tfiot vas fired? 


(316) 


A Xbs. sir* Be had a revolver* . 

j 

Q Could 90 a describe it? | 

I 

A I mean, act so clearly I cooldnt* All I knov that it va^ tfdning* 

I 

Q Vhen did be first talce oat the revolver? ! 

! 

A When be eaae oat on tbe bade pordi and Mm and I got to '^allcing 

i 

d)oat tbe vatdi and I told bin I didn't have it and be bad his hmv^ in bis 

j 

pockets, and then be came oot vi'^ it and oe not to came any closer to bin* 

i 

Q When vas that \dien he took the revolver out of his pockei in 

I 

relation to tbe time ^dien JOrdan caoe out tbe door? | 

A Be had it oot then, 

(1 veil, just Tdien in yoor conversation vith Pitts did be tdee tbe 

i 

revolver oot of bis pocket? 1 

I 

I 

A Vhen be cone back, %dien be cane bade to the apar tme n t and (317) 
cane out on the back pordi vbere I vas— 

Q But vhen did he take tbe revolver out of his podoet? 

1 

A When be cane oat and asked me about the vatdu I 

I 

I 

Q Did he hove bis revolver out of bis pocket vhen he came (|at on 
tbe parch? | 

A No, Be bad bis bands in bis pockets at that pre s e nt timai 

I 

Q When did be take his hands out of his pockets vith tbe revolver 

i 

in them? j 

A When I tried to coi^ r on is e vith him and talked to him, I vent a 

I 

little closer* I said something to him* Be palled his bands out of ibis 


pockets and say, "Don't move no farther*” 

Q Bov long vas be out there on Hba porch talking to yon 
came out on the back porch? 

A About three or four minates* 


I 

bei|ore 


Jordan 


I see* Nov did you see vbat bsK^oned to Jordan ^Aien tbe gon ves 


fired? 


A Well, vhen Robert got diot he kind of stoohled and went beOk into 
the apartaent and that is all I seen* I 


Q I see* Now after that, vbat did Pitts do? | 

A Pitts still had the gun on me and tOld me and said, "Dontt you 


I said, "Man, \d»t's wrong with you?" I said, ”vhy you d^ that 


to Robert?" 
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So then I vent baoh into the apartment and he say you got my (3lS) 
cratch* I said, "Nan, I told you the vateh must be on the dresser" because 
evidently he took it off there and laid it there and after I vent and got 
the watch, I told him, I said, "Give it all back to me, "and I had the three 
dollars and my watch, I was going to hand it to him. Re said, "Don't hand 
it to me, put it down by cy feet," 

So I put it down on the porOh his feet and went out the front . 
door with Lucille M^fasus to go to the hospital to see how Robert was doing, 

Q Did Pitts leave before you left or leave after you left? 

A After I laid the watch and money down, I vent out the front way, 

9. Where did he go? 

A He most have left the back por<^ and left, 

IBE CCXIRT: He didn't shoot the gun at you, did he? 

THE WITNESS; Sir? 

THE COQBT: He didn't Shoot the gtm at you, did he? 

THE WITNESS: Didn't Shoot it at me, no, sir, 

THE COQRT: Did he point it at you? 

THE WITNESS: He had it cm me. He pointed it at me, 

THE CGKRZT: He pointed it at you but didn't fire? 

THE WITNESS: No, (319) 

TBS COORT: All right, 

BT m, TRCKELL: 

Q Where did you go to get the cab? The comer? 

A In the ^00 block of 13tb Street, ri^t by Otis, 

Q All ri^t. How long did you wait there for a cab? 

A I would say about three or four minutes, 

Q Then what happened? 

A As we was about to get the cab Hr, Pitts cane out in this cab, 

Q I see. Where did this cab come fron in relation to vdiere you were? 

A I was on 13tb Street, The cab was coming this way* 

Q Nov you had not seen Pitts leave your apartment, however, had you? 

A No, sir, 

Q Then what happened after you saw Pitta get out of the cab? 

A Be jonped out of the cab. He aald, "7ou think I am drazy," 

So on and ao forth. He said, "You didn't give me no watch or money," 

1 said, "Man, I give you the watch, I laid the watch and the money 
down by y o ur foot. If you didn't get it, it must still be back on the (320' 
pordi," 


So he bad the gun pushed on me and I vaT^d around the | (320^ 

I 

atalzvay and baclc the steps and he stood down* I said, ^ca seel lt«” 

I 

And he said^ "Give It to ne^** and I banded It to him and he left* ! 

I 

The next thing I Icnov the police were there* I 

I 

Q Where were you the last tioe when you went bade with Pit4s and 

I 

handed him the watch the last time? 

A Up on the porch* | 

I 

Q In the badi; of your apartment? ! 

I 

A Tes. sir* I 

I 

t 

Q Nov, did there come a time thereafter when you ascertainied what 
had happened to Robert Jordan? I 

I 

A You mean that same nl^t? I 

I 

Q Tes* I 

I 

A You mean did I aslc about Robert? j 

I 

I 

Q Did you find out where he vent from your apartaoent? | 

I 

A Veil, Lucille McManus told me* | 

Q No, no* Do you !mov whether or not he vent to a hospital^? 

j 

A No> sir, I really didn't know it at that time* j 

I 

Q Did you later find out? ! 

A Yes, sir* j 

Q Nov, did there come a time ';dien you had a conver sa tion |.ater with 

i 

Pitts about Jordan? | 

A There was* | (321) 

I 

Q And ^dien was that? j 

i 

A That was about two Sundays after that happened* | 

I 

Q And ybere vas your conversation vith Pitts, \dtere were you at Utm 

I 

I 

time you had the conversation? 

I 

A Be came down to my house about aoe o'clock that Sunday,| on a Sunday# 

I 

Q I see* What did he say? ! 

I 

A Be wanted me to ta2» him around to Mr* Jordan's house* | 

i 

Q What did he say to explain why he v.'snted you to take hljm there? 

I 

A Be wanted to see--could they come to some kind of agreement* 

Q About what? I 

I 

A About what had h^ypened* | 

Q About what? | 

I 

A About ^diat had happened* I 

I 

Q What did he say to you? | 


A Be Joat told 


i^to telce hia down to Rbbert'a 


Me 


and he 


(321) 


wmted to see if he could pe 7 the doctor** bill* and that la about all* 
Q Did you ta3» him to Jordan'* hooae? 

A Tea^ I did* 

Q And vho along vith you? 

A Mr* Pitta, hia brother, and nyaelf * 

Q And did you talk to Jordan? 


(322) 


A Jordan caioe out and we all vent and aet in Mr* Pitta' brother'a car* 

Q Do you recall >diat, if anything. Pitta aaid at that tiine to Jordan? 

A The aame thing he told me, that he wanted to pay the hoapital billa 
and aee if they could come to aome kind of agreement to clear it up and ao 
on and ao forth* 


Q Did he explain what he meant by to clear it up? 

A No, air* 

Q Now, at the time that Pitta ahot Jordan were you armed? 

A No, air* 

Q Did you have a knife in your poaaeaaion? 

A No, air* 

Q Did you have a gun? 

A No, air* 

Q Did you have a bottle in your handa? 

A No, air* 

Q Bad you been drinking? 

A I had been drinking a little* 

Q Were you intoxicated? • 

A No, air* 

Q What about Pitta? Vaa he Intoxicated at that tine, at the (323) 
time of the Akooting? 

A I couldn't aay that' be was*. 

( 

Q Did he appear to be drunk, to you? 

A No, air* 

♦ 

Q Did you obaerve Jordan idira he came out on the back porch before 
he waa ahot, did you obaerve hov Jordan appeared at that time? 




A Tou mean lAen he came out *on the back porch? 

Q Tea* 

A Tou mean whether he had been drinking or anything? 


f 


f • 

THE COQRT: 7es, thin is \durt he means* 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(323) 

THE WITNESS: No, sir. In fact, he don't drink:* 

! 



BT MU TRQmi.: 



Q 

Did you observe whether or not Jordan vas amied? 



A 

No, sir* 



Q 

Did he have a gun in his hands? 



A 

Nope*; 



Q 

Did he have a knife in his hands? 



A 

No. 



Q 

Did he have a bottle in his bands? 



A 

No, sir* 



Q 

1 

Did he have his arm raised in a threatening manner at any time? 

1 

A 

No, Sir, he didn't* 



Q 

Did you at any tine raise your arm in a threatening menxier 

(324) 

toward Pitts? 



A 

No, sir, I didn't. 



Q 

1 

Did you utter any—make any statements, threatening statements to 

Pitts at that tine or any other time? 



A 

No, sir, I didn't. 



a 

At ‘^t time did Jordan make any threatening statements 

to Pitts? 

A 

No, sir, he didn't. 



Q 

Did you ever hear Jordan make any threats or threatening 

statements 

to Pitta? 

1 

1 

1 



A 

1 

No, I didn't. 

1 




Q Did you at any tine see Joardan threaten hisi with a 

1 


A Ho, air. 

! 

Q Did you ever see Jordan armed in his presence, in the p res enc e of 

Pitts? I 

A Ho, sir* I 

I 

Q Hhere uere the girls Lucille MeMams and J^ianita Beasles^ at the 

I 

time that Pitts ^lot Jordan? I 

] 

A Veil, Lucille Hdtexus, hbe vas in the bedroom sitting oz^ the bed, 

I thinh* I 

Q Vbere vas the other girl Jhanlta Beasley? 

1 

A I vooldn't exactly Imov* She left vith Pitts and flhe caijie heck 

I 

with him* I don't knov \d»ther or not die cane back in the apartai^ or not* 

J 

Ml* IBOKELL: I have no further questions* | (325) 
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Q Xan’t it a farther fact ybiem, he oana ttpon 90 a and alooat (351) 
atapped on yoa, jcn. junped op in a fit or rage and atarted to attack him? 

A NO, I didn't* 

Q that ia not a fact? 

A No* 

Q lan't It further a fact that 90 Q called for your partner Jordan 
to cone, to jour aaalatanee? 

• ' A No, I didn't. 

Q Didn't he^ian't it a further fact vhen he caoe out on (351-352) 
the porch, he had a hottle raised up in his hand and atarted to attack 
Pitta and it was at that tine that the dhot vaa fired? 

A No, air. 

^ That ia not the vay it happened? 

A That ia not the way it ha^^ened. 

A I b^Lieve you t(^ Mr. Troxell that some two weeks subsequent to 

thia i n ci d ent , you net Pitta at your boose, he cane to your hcose to diacoas 
aooe friendly disposition of this natter, is that ri^rt? 

A That is right. 

Q And t^ you at that tine that he vould like to pay this nan's bills? 

A That ia right. 

Q And you a gre ed to take bin over to Jordan's house to see if you 
couldn't atrai^sten this out, isn't that ri^t? 

A Be wasted to see— 

Q Ibu vest with him, didn't you? 

A Tea, I want with him. 

Q When you got to Jordan's bouse, he was inside and you got him and 
ha ease out and you diaeuaaed this niatter in the ear, isn't that ri^? 

A That is right. 

t 

Q Nov, do you recall what vga said by the parties at that time with 
re j ect to this? 

A Ho, I don't. (354) 

Q Tou hare no racollaetion a«i to whet was said? 

A No, I don't. 


( 354 ) 


Q Do yen Isaat as to vfcetber or not that on sooa sobseq^iezx^ 
occasion to that day that Fitts vent to Mr* Jordan's boose again? | 

A No, I don't* I 

I 

Q Do yen Inocn as to vhether or not Jordan ever got any aoDjay as a 
result of this agreement to settle this thing? | 

A No, I don't* I 

j 

Q Nov, I understand you to say that you didn't see any Im^e or gun 

I 

or bottle, ri^, that is, in the hands of Jordan at any time? | 

A That is ri^ttt* | 

I 

Q While you were on the porCh* Nov is it a fact he could l|ave had one 

but you didn't see it because the light vasn't such that you coal4 see it? 

I 

A What I say, he didn't have any* | 

Q Bov do you hnov be didn't? Did you male a search of him^ 

A Search of him? (355) 

Q Tea. | 

A Ton asked me did be have a knife auhile ago* You asked xjie if be had 

I 

a bottle, and you asked me if I had a knife* | 

i 

Q Did he have any—either one of you? j 

A No, be didn't* | 

I 

I 

Q Bew do you know? | 

I 

A Because I knov he didn't have notfiing* 

Q You knov it because you knov it? | 

A That is ri^* | 

i 

fit* WRICHT: I have no other questions* | 

I 

RE3XIRECT EXAMDimON I 

I 

BY MfU TROmX: | 

Q You knew it because you vere looking at him^ isn't thatj eorreet? 

I 

A That is ri^t* 

Q Who has the gun that day or that night? 

i 

A Mr* Pitts* j 

I 

Q Did you see that gun? | 

A I sav the reflection of it* j 

. I 

I 

Q Yea, and did you see it fire? | 

A Yes, sir* | 

I 

Q Did you see any veapon at all in the po ss e ssio n of eithier yon r s alf 

I 

or Jordan? 


A No, sir* 


(356) 






Q Kow this l«8t tine that Pitta oene baok^ Z take it that (356) 

Ztteille HeHasna and Jaanita Beaalay atajed on the atreet, ia that rii^bt? 

A Tea^ that ia right* 

Q And you took Pitta around to the hack porch? 

A Tea, air* 


Q And you took hin up on the back porch? 

A Ee didn't go to the back porch with ne* He aaked me to go up 
there and dIXM him vhere I'd put the watch and the money ao he atayed down 
in e yard at that tiiae* 


Q Did you point out the watch and money? 

A I pointed it out to him before 1 picked it up and give it to b5n* 
I aaid, "See, here ia the watch and the money*" 

Q Then you left? 

A So then when ! give it to him, he left* 

Q 1 aee, he left? 

A Tea* 


Q Did you later aee him in cuatody of the police? 


A 

?B* 

THE 

IBB 

THE 

THE 

Tm 


Tea, I did* 

TRQXELL: I have no further queationa* 

COQHT: Tou were aaked if you saw the gun and ^at waa your answer? 
vrniESS: When it fired? (357) 


CCORTz Ai any time did you aee the gun? 
vmiESS; Tea, air* 

COQBT: In Mr* Pitta* handa? 


IBE WTEHESS: lea, air, I did* 




And then you aaw it fire, ia that xd^rt? 


TS WITNESS: That la ri|^* 

THE COCBT: And did you aay in reqponae to a queation that you aaw a 
reflection of a gun? 


THE VITMSSS: Be aaked me how did I know Mr* Pitta had the gun* 

THE CCXStT: Did you aee the gun? 

THE WITNESS: Tea, air, I did* 

THE COURT: Did you aay you aaw the reflection of a gun? 

THE wmCSS: Tea, I. aaid by the way, it waa ahining but I did aee the 
platol in Mr* Pitta' haaSa* 

THE COURT: Ton aaw the platol In Mr* Pitta* handa? 

IBB WZTIBSS: Ika* j 
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(357} 


IRQXELL: Lucille Mdfams* 

LDC1LZ2 MeMANQS 

was called as a witness by eoonsel for tbe United States sad being duly swam^ 

I 

I 

was examined and testified as follows: | 

I®* TROOOSLL: Please Iceep yoor voice up and speak clearly andi (35S} 

I 

loudly so evexTbody can hear you* | 

DIBBCT EXAMINAnON | 

BY !fU TRGKELL: | 

I 

Q Where were you at this tiiae? j (362) 

1 

A In the ^)artaent In the bedroom* I 

Q Where was Jordan? j 

I 

A He was in the bedroom, also, and Juanita* | 

I 

Q Did Jordan remain there? | 

I 

A Yes* I 

j 

Q All tbe time? j 

j 

A No, Sddy called him and he left* | 

I 

Q What did Eddy say when he left? I 

A He called him and told him to cooe there and he went ou|t the (363) 

back* 

Q Then what hi^pened? | 

I 

A Then I heard a Shot* | 

I 

Q Did you see Joirdan after that? | 

A Yes, be came back through the house* | 

I 

Q What was he doing then? | 

A He was holding, I guess it was his stomadi and be said |be had bean 

i 

ehot, and he ran on out the froot*^!! 

I 

Q Now after that, %diat did you do? 

A After Robert left, ^dqr, we all went outside* Eddy and Juanita and 
I went outside to eat^ a taxi to go to the ho^ital but instead! I told them 

I 

I was going home and I eau^ a taxi to go hone* j 

I 

I 

Q Did you see Pitts out there at that time? | 

I 

A No* I 

Q Did you see him at any time around that that time? 

A Not then after I oau^t a cab and I was on ay way hone^ veil. 
Instead of the taxicab taking me hona~ 

Q Wait* Let's not gat to that* Did you see Pitts in fronft of 3603 

I 

13th Street Northwest after you went outside with Langford and Juanita 
Beasley to catch a cab? ! 


A 


(363) 


Mo. 

Q Did foa see Pltt« at aoQr.tliw after that? 

A Te«« 

Q Where vas that? 

A When Z vis eosing hack froo« after the taxi driver brought (363A) 
Be beck arooad there— 

TBE COOBT: Seep your voioe up* 

BIIS* TBO&SLU 

Q Did you aalDe a report to aa ybo dy about this? 

A The taxi driver asked ae— 

Q Ho, I SB not aalrfng you ^diat the taxi driver said to you* Did you 
go some place in the ei^? 

A Ho. 

IBB COQBT: Ibu didn't go to the police to report it? 

IS VHHESS: Ho. 

Br?E.IBGKEIL: 

Q Did you aeke a report to ax^body? 

A Bo^ 

Q Did the taxi driver sake a report? 

A Tes. 

ttU WBIGBT: Object to tba^ 

IS COOBI: Were you vitb him vhen he mede it? 

IBB VZ9BSS: Xes. 

IBB COOBT: Sou were vith hia aben he Bade the r^>ort, all rl|^. 

BT)^ TRrmL; 

Q. And you knov to aboa he node the report? 

A Do Ddioe fiodgers. 

Q Do a pblioe offlcert 

A Dm. 

IBB CODBI: Bodgers, she said, didn't you say Bodgars? (364) 

IS wmBSS: Dm, I said Bodgers. 

SS. IBOKBIL: 

Q After that was done, where did you go? 

A. After I got in the cSb, well, he told the policeoen idiat was wrong. 
We OSBS back around to the ap a r tn e n t absre the shooting was. 

And what did you Cbaerve when you oaae back? 

A Well, be picked— 




ms CCnStti Iba d^the pctrolasB had pieHesd Pitted? 
IBB vniBSS: T60« 

BT IBOODBLIf* 


( 364 ) 


Q Haw far vas Pitts trcm tbe Laaagford a pa r taea t at that 
A iroQsd the eorser*. X don't Tbxu exactly how far, it va^'t too far* 

I 

Q I aee* All rl^* I 


MB* TROXBLLt I hate ao farther qaeatiooa* 

HOIBR D* CGRRBIL 


(376) 


vaa called as a witaeaa by coonael for the Dhited States aod, hairlag been 

I • 

doly sworn, was exaidiied and testified as follows? i 


BISECT BUKINATION 


Him* TBGXEU.: 

Q Vhat is yoor sane, sir? 


A Soger D* Cornell* | 

Q Vhere are yoa enployad? | 

j 

A At Garfield Hospital* j 

Q What capacity? i 

A I am an intern* | 

Mow, doctor, in co nn e cti on with your service at the Garfield (377) 


Bo^tal, did there coos a tine when yoa had occasion to exanlne a par s on 

I 

by the name of Bbbert Jordan? | 

A Tea, there did* | 

A On July 11, if J nay Jost ^lanee at this for a second knd dMok 

. I (378) 

H* date. On jQly 11. 


Q Of idiat year? | 

A Of 1955* I 

I I 

Q And what tine of day was j 

A Be cane into the energenoy room at 1?13 a^n* | 

Q Bow at the tine he cane ini the an e r gc ney roon, who treated hia 

' I 

Initially? | 

I 

A I did* . I 

I 

Q And did you Ob a erve his condition at that tine? j 

A Tea, I did* { 

I 

Q What was his condition? | 

A Ha had a wound on the front of his ^last whl^ seaaeifl ^ be right 

i 

o«ar his baart, and it was a small ro u nd hola looikad Ilka ja boUst wound* 

I 

Q What further did you observe? 
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A Ite xMzt I vas istereated in van, vaa ba dylaf cr vaa (37^) 
Ma eoodiitiQn not too aariooat 

Zd ehack^ hla Tltal aigna, polaa, raapiration aod blood 
I oaaa to tba eop ol na i on fop for aoea raaaon tMoga vara not too 
vith thia patient; in other vorda, be vaan^t going to die vithln the 
y fco or ao« 

GROSS XXAKXNmOl (384) 

Bt Ml* VRIQBT: 

Q Prior to 1:13 aA on Ai3y 11, 1953, jcn bad navar aaan Robert 
Jbrden, bad pan? 

A No« 


Q Ton bad no vtjr of knouing of jcnt own peraooal knowledge bow be 
eaae by bia injury, did yon? 

A Ro, i didn't* 

Q All right. 

JOSEPH T. RODGERS 

vaa called aa a vitneaa by coonael for the Tbdted Stataa, and having been 
dnly awom, vaa examinad and teatified aa fOUcwa: 

KRECT EHHZHmON 

BT le. ZBOQQSLL: 

» \ 

Q Toor neae, air? 

A Private Joaepb T. Bodgera* 

Q Tour oec u p a tioo? 

A Meiher of the M etrop olit an Pdlioa Dep a rtaent attaebed to No. 10 
Preeinot. 

Q Bov long have yon been enployed aa Polioe Officer? 

A Five yeara. 

Q Bov long have yoa been aaaigned to No. 10? 

A Five ye a r a . 

Q Vere yon ao aaaignad and ao eogloyed on JUy 11, 1935? 

A Tea, Z vaa. 

Q Ob Jbly U, 1933, ^ yon reoeive a r^ort coneemiog 3603 Ibir* 
teestb St r eet , Norttawaat? 

A Tea. 


Q Don't atate vbat the report vaa. Did yon reoeive a report? 
A Tea, air. 

Q After yon received that r eport, ebat did yon do? 


(386) 


A I responded to tbe location of 13th and Otis Place, NQx[tbue8t* (386) 
Q Where is that in relation to 3603 13th Nartbuest? | 

I 

A ^bovt fifty feet away from that boose moiber* It is tbi inter- 

i 

section closest to the boose nonber* I 

Q Did yoo hare occasion to see tbe Defendant Pitts there | at that time? 

A Xas, sir, I didU ! 

i 

Q AoA where was he? i 

I 

I 

A Be was walking east in the 1200 bloOk of Otis Place# was Jost a 

I 

little bit east of tbe alley in tbe rear of 3600 block of 13th Street# 

I 

Q Bear of wbat address in particolaar? | 

I 

A It woold be tbe alley, north and sooth alley abont in [the back of 

I 

3603 13tb and 3605, and so forth# I 

I 

Q Of idiat street? I 

I 

I 

A 13th street, northwest# | 

I 

Q Was that in the District of Colonhia? | 

I 

A Tes, sir# | 

Q What time of day was that on Joly 11? I 

I 

A A little after 1 a#m# in tbe morning# | 

i 

Q Nov, at that time did yoo place the defendant Pitts uijider arrest? 

I 

A Yes, sir, I did# | 

i 

A On the eleventh of JOly#. | (lOO 

I 

Q All right# At that time, what, if anything, did the Djafendant 

• I 

Pitts say? j 

A I asked Pitts vbat happened and be said be was involv^ in an 

1 

argoment with Langford iboot a wrist wat^ and seven dollars# | 

I 

I asked him ybete this took place and be told me in Iiangford*s 

I 

^ a r tn e nt on 13ih Street \dii^ was 3603 13ih Street, Nortbuest^ Be said that 

I 

be was reboked in bis efforts to obtain the wrist wat^ or the iseven dollars, 
that he bad left tbe Langford Ap ar tme n t in a taxicab, went to llis borne 603 
Decatur Street, Northwest, obtained bis pistol and r et u rned tO| L angf o rd*s 

I 

a p ar tm e nt with the intention of getting his vatdx, bis money oa^ a piece of 

I 

someone# I 


I asked Pitts why Joordan was abot? Be ehrugged bis aboulders 
be said that is tbe way it goes# I said why Aoot Jordan? 

Be said, ”I don't know#* Ha said, ”Ihat is Just lif^* 


Q Nov, did you show him this gun at that time? 
A Tes, sir# . 





Q MbA \AiMt did he Sij ehoot this gunT (390) 

A Be said this vss his gun; that ha had taken it tram his hone 
and returned to the Langford apartaent with it« 

CROSS-EXAMIKmON (393) 

Bt MU WRIGBT: 

Q Tea say that you had some conversation with Hie Defendant Pitts In 
the presence of the other vltnesses in this ease, is that co rrect, sir? 

A Tes, sir« 

Q Did you reduce any of those stat^aents that were made by any of the 
witn e sses to vritix^ in this ease? 

Will you answer that yes or no, sir? 

A No, sir,. I didn't. 

Q Now, I ask you when you first saw Jordan, I mean Pitts at the 13th 
and Otis Street address, what were his statenents to you, if any? 

A He Jc»t aSked ate what is wrong. • 

And then when I told him that he was under arrest, hs said, for idiat. 

Q All ri^fat. Now let me ask you this, I understood you to teU Mr. 
Iroocell that Pitts told yon that Langford called to Jordan, when Jbrdan came 
back on the pordi, he noted he had a bottle in his hand. Is that what you 
told Mr. Troxell a mome n t ago? (394) 

A That is right. . 

Q Did you make any sear^ of the apartment to determine whether 
there were any weapons %Aii^ may have been used by Langford and Jordan? 

A No, sir, I didn't. 

Q Did you go into the apartment at any time after Pitts' arrest? 

A No, sir. 

Mi. IBOXEZl.: lhat is all. 

IBB CCXXtT: That is all, Offieer* 

(Witness excused.) 

WILLIAM L. PITTS (397> 

the Defendant, was called as a witness in his own behalf, and, having been 
duly sworn, was examine d and testified as follows: 

DZHECT ZXAMZNmON 

BT Mi. WRZOSr: 

Q Will you State your full name and address? 

A William Lewis Pitts, 603 Decatur Street, Northwest. (398) 

Q Bow long have you lived in the District of Colunbia? 
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• 

• 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 


A 

i^proociaately fourteen yeara* 


1 

(3985 


Q 

ibid during the laat World War, vere you in aervioe? 



A 

That ia right* 




Q 

How, are you eagdoyed? 

1 



A 

I aa* 

1 


N 

Q 

Where are you eogiloyed? 

1 

1 



A 

At Mertin'a Cleanera, 2149 P Street, Nbrtfaveat* | 



Q 

Bow long have you been ao en^loyed there? 

1 

1 

1 

1 



A 

It ia going into *tta7ee yeara now* 

1 

1 

i 




Q Direetia^ your a tten t ion to—let me ask one other qpeijtian prior 

I 

to that* Have you ever been In any trooble before? 

ISU TROOOELL; I object to this, your Honor* 

i 

IHE COIBT; I auatain the objection* | 

BT MR* WBIGHT: | 

I 

Q Have yon ever been oonvieted of any criDe befbre? 

A No* I 

Q Notf^ directing your attention to on or about July 10 and 11 of 1955, 

I 

did there cone a tiae eometiine during the day of Ally 10 that y^ net Jordan 

I 

or Langford? 

A Tea, I did* 

Q How a pprox i aately what tiae of day vaa that? | (399) 

I 

A Oh, X aet Langford, I think it vaa, ^pproxiaately four o'cloek 

I 

in the afternoon* I 

Q Where did you aeet hia? I 

I 

A At Bakalia drill* | 

Q 13th Street* | 

i 

A Ho, nth and Honroe, Horthveat* ! 

Q Did there ooae a tiae that Jordan eaae in 'Qiia aaae ^prlll? 

A He did* | 

Q ipproxixntely vhat tiae vea that? | 

A I iaagine It .vaa around 7 o’clock, I couldn't be too! aure of that* 

Q Ud the girla in queation alao eoae to thia grill? 

I 

A Veil, 'ttiey vere there before Jordan got there* I 

I 

Q Vhat vere you folka doing there? | 

I 

A Orlidcing beer* I 

i 

Q How about how auah beer vduld you aay vaa bought and[ drunk be t w e en 

I 

the tiae that you arrived and the tiae that you left? 
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A I eoQldn*t M 7 « it va* a abole lot* I apaat $26 tbera« 




Q Toa persocallx spent $26? 

A Ibat is right* 

Q Ibis vas for tbe party that yoa foUcs were having at that tiioe? (AC j] 
A That is ric^* 

Q J^proxixwtely vbat tiae did you leave there? 

A Veil, I left there once and vent hone and hrcfot^txt some vhiskay back* 

Q Zn r el a ti on to the tine that yon arrived, about idien vas that? 

A Ton mean idien I ease back the first tine? 

Q Vhen yon left to go get this vhiskey? 

A Oh, I got back then about 5:30 or quarter to six, soosvhere along 
there* 

Q Vbre the sana aeofters of this groq^ participating in the drinking 
of that? 

A That is ri^}t* 

Q Vhen you left tbe grill in a groi^ the last tiae approxinately 
vbat hour vas that? 

A It vas pretty close to 12, naybe a fev ninixtes one vay or Hie other* 
Q That vas at closing hour for the establiabsent? 

A That is right* 

Q Vhen you left there vbere did you go? 

A Veil, Langford suggested that ve all go to his house so ve started 
down the str eet and they decided they vanted some i^ilSkey and nobody had aay 
■oney hut ne, so I gave Jordan $3 for a pint of vklskey* 

Q Vhere vas he to get this liquor? (^) 

A Be sold it hinsolf* 

Q Vas that portiiase aade? D^d you actually receive it? 

A Bight froB hia* 

Q That vas taken to this 13th Street spsrtBent? 

A That Is right* 

Q Prior to July 11, 10th and Uth, hov long had you known Jordan and 
Langford? 

A I's say ttoaat 10 Booths* 

Q Vhat vas tbe nature of your relatiooriiip? By that Z aean vas it 
good or bad? 

A Ob, yes, ve had alvays gone out different places, to parties and 
different things* 
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Getting bac^^ jent arrival at the 


^lAen jia 


(401) 


arrived on jcnt firat occasion vltb the g ro cp , viU 90 a t^l the| Coart and 
Jury exactly idiat happened? j 


A Veil, they went in the house and we all sat down* Soa4 tbea 

I 

decided they wanted to listen to the radio and dance* Ibey -epaaed the idiiakey 
and started drinking and I told them I had to go hoee beeanse I jhad to go 

I 

to work the next day* That was on a Sunday night; In fact, I ha^ to go to 

I 

work that Monday* So I sit there a while and doaed off to sleep j In the seat* 

j 

Before I sit down, I pulled off a tnrist watch that Lahgford had 
sold ne while we was in the grill* Be sold ae the wat^ for sev^ (402) 


dollars* So when we were sitting there In the place, I went to ^leep and I 

I 

could hear a %dx>le lot of coonotlon and I wc^ and when Iwbka up, well, 
Langford was fixating this Beasley girl, trying to make her go jto bed with 

I 

him and she wouldn't do it* j 


So, I told them they was raising too oo^ noise* I was going to 
leave tb^ Vhen I decided to leave, Langford asked ae to stay jaround a 


while and he told the girl, 'Veil, you won't go to bed with me. 


By man*’ 


you go with 


And I told him, no, not me, Z don't do anything like jthat* So I 


told him to give me sy wat^, and I pulled the wat^ off becao^ I don't 
know what — I don't know too anoh atwut these girls because I jdon't go 

around with them but I do go around vi*tti Langford and Jordan* jjad he said 

I 

that is ri^lit, and he took ay wat^ and he said he would put lli up for me* 

I 

So ^Aen I woke up and t<^ him I was going and aSked jhim for the 
watch, he claimed he didn't know anything about it* So I asked !hip, I said, 

i 

"Langford, you know," I said, "I kncar X gave you the wat^* I jsay, "Coaa on, 

i 

man, give me the watch*” I 'kept asking for it* Be say, "No, aa^, Z don't 

l»ve«yv«teh.- j 

So Z say "0*X* that is all right; forgat about it*” ^ said, "X 

\ I 

didn't ’ fcMrir you'd do me that way because we are all friends," j so Z sit 

I 

there a few more minotes and Z decided "Z'd go on home and whe^ Z (403) 


started out the door, this Beasley girl aSked me, she said," Afe you going 


X said, "Tes, Z'm going hone*" | 

She said, 'Veil, Z'm going booa^*'too*" | 

I 

So, I started on down the street and She wod Z was walking dom 

i 

the street and She asked me where did I live, and I told her u^ on Dedhtor 
Street, Nortiweat* 1 


I 




Jndt X ttiked tier vhere tfhe llv«d and ilie told at ibe Uvod (403 
•md tfaore sooMbAro in that ridnitj and At taid "Can I go bon vlth 900 ? 
X told bar, "Xatj” If aba vaatad to, ao wa valted on down ^prlx^ 

Boad aODaidiara down tbara and caught a cab and want on up to tba bouae* ioA 

> 

on tba WB 7 up tbara, aba hapt asking laa van I oarriad and I told bar no, I 

* * 

vaanH naxTiad*. So rtia—at^waj, when tba cab atoppad in front of the booaa, 
aha iiORildn*t gat out* Sba changed bar mind about going into tba booaa and I 
WM aairtTig bar wfayo She aaid, *Vall, yoor vifa Bdght ba tbara*" 

X kept trying to taU bar that I vaanH oarriad but aha told na 
aba vaa oerxiad, anyway* 

Sba aaid, "I will tall you what 1*11 do* I'll go to a hotel with 

you*" 

I aaid, *0^" So, I went in tba booaa to get acoa money* I aaid, 
*%rait a few adantea until Z get acoa oonay*" Vben I cama out to gat aona 
aoney , Z opened tba drawer* I piclcad itp tba oonay and there waa tba gun 
laying there and joat picked up both of then, and put it in oy pocket, (404 
ao tba cab poUad on off and Z aakad tba cib driver did ba knou where any 
hattH waa or anything cloae by, and ba aaid yea, Z know a gang of them; 
idiera yoo want to got Z tOld bio "Too' take oa to the doaeat one*" 

So,-.:apyway tba girl, aba oooldn't oake up bar aind* Sba aaid, "Ubat 
ia tile natter. Why can’t W"<—aba waa drunk—>"Ubat ia the matter we can't go 
in yoor bouaat" And all that* Zt got ao oonfoalng and everything and Z told 
tbm ctb dr i ve r to turn around and we went beck to ite booaa again and aha 
a b a n g ed bar mind again and wooldn't gat out and Z aaid, "0«K*, lat'a go 
downtoun*" 

So when wa got downtown, wa got near where ibe lived, and Oba 
aaid, *X live right bare,” and aba obangad bar mind again and aaid, "No, I 
am not going** 

And tfie aaked -m tor a dollar for dgarettea and tttm aaid, "I 
donH think I bad bettar go doentown* I don't know yoo'too wall* Zt ia tba 
firat time X aver mat yon*” 

So anyway, aba aaid aba waan't going* Z told tba oOb driver to 

1' 

puU over and lat bar out* Vben tba cab polled over, Oba aaid, "Aren't yoo 

going out vitb maf" And Z got out of the cab and paid tba nan and lat bin 
go flo* 

80 mm waa walking up the atreat, iba aaid,"Z woodar if thay 
atm have acme of that whiaioay laft at tba bonaa*” 

Z aaid, "I don't know*" 


(403 


She Mdd, ”Do yaa vast to go 19 there and see?" | (^) 

I said, "I don't eare«" | 

So ve vent on np the street* Of course, vhere ^ Uvedlvasn’t too 

j 

far from Langford* At least that is vbat she told na before so veivent vip 

I 

there and I loaoehed on the front door, and vent in and Jdrdan ope^ied the door, 

I 

he and LoeiUe vere sitting on the bed* So ve caiae in and sit down* This vas 

I 

her name, the girl—I forget—the Beaslegr girl* She started drink^ ahiAsgr* 
So I sit there awhile and abked him vhere vas Langford* ! 

He said, "Langford is gone to find Hexy*" 


So I sit there a little lAile longer* I said "well, I an goiag on 

. i 

hODe* 2 viU see jaa all sone other tiae«" j 

Jost like tint and I started oat the back door* When X talked oat 
on the pordh, tbroagh the kitdien on the porch, Langford vas'lsy^ on the 
floor* I stnuhled on s onething* I didn't know \/bKt it ms and allj of a sodden, 
Langford Joaped vp^ Wanted to know mo vas it walking all over h^ and 
everything* And X said, "X an sorxy*” I tried to apologise* "Mmj X didnH 

I 

see yoa laying down there*” I 

Be Joaped on ae with a knife and he vas earsing and sa^d, "X an 
going to cot yoor throat," and I Jia ped back fron hin and when I j Ju spa d bae^ 


froa hia, he stood there foor or five ainates talking oat there, lyoa 


(A 06 ) 


know* X was trying to tell him X didn't und e rs ta nd vtqr be mold draw a knifa 


on ae men ve vere friends and all that, and then he called Jord^ and Jor 
eoU b *d»l tb. d.va is gob« (» o«t b«« I 
Hen, I said, he's Jost vant to cot ae or sonething* I 

I 

Be said, 'Viy don't yoa leave the nan alone?" | 

I 

1 said, "X'a not bothering the ivn* X Jost stoihled ov|er hia and 


now he wants to cot ae Sboot that*" 


give ae ay vatm^" | 

! 

And he said, "Hm X told X didn't have no vatm ahd ev er yt hi ng," 

i 

he said* That is when Jordan vas coeUng ont the door* Be cene odt the door 

I 

I 

and let the sereen door slaa behind hia and had this bottle in hand and 
told L a ngford to staod back* Ba said, "I'll take eare of hia»" j 

And that is when I pot qr hands in tha pocket and poliad tbs gm 

i 

oat and Shot hia* 

I 

Q What h e ppaned after that?. 

A Jor d an ran throagh the ho^se* X still didn't believe ^ shot Ida 
beeeuse 2 vas mooting over the tgp^ X tboogbt I ves searing Idi^ 
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Vben Jdrdan ran into tba boose* I thought I*d fOUov hia (406) 

and give hia e obanee^ eo Langford could out ae vtth the Icnlfe beoauee (407) 

I didn’t I thought uhen jcn. Shoot a mm, he’d fall but this aan vae 
r uttt d ng y I didn’t ]mow* So at that tiaa Langford reaOhed in hia poolset and 
h ax i d ed ae aoaa aoney* Be said* "Bare* man* here's soae aonejr* I can't find 
TOUT vatetu" 

So* I told hiB-«he reached it to me; I told him* I said* <h)o* 
don't giee it to ae*" I said^^Lay it on the ground; I mean* on the porch*” 
and he laid it on the porch and he vent on in the house and I picked up the 
money and held the aoney in oy hand and went on around through the alley and 
as I vas coodng by the alley a cab oaae by and I vas standing there and opened 

the door of the eSb with the hand that the money mbs in* and all of a sudden* 

I L ooked down* I don't knov %diy I looked in my hand to count the money be* 
cause I figured it vas too aoch money or soeathing for the aaooot and there 
vas tvo one-dOUar bills and soae brown paper vran>ed i:qp and by that time I 
seen Langford* Tneflle and the Beasley girl coming around the corner* stand¬ 
ing on the comer rather* and I said* "Eddy* you knov that is not ri^« 

Xau didn't give me oy watOh and look here* you only have some brown paper 
here*” 

So he said* man* come on* I'll give you yoor watch in the 

house*” so he and I vent back down through the alley* 

Q Let ms inte r r upt you to ask whether or not you pulled a gun and 
forced him back In the alley? 

A Ho* I didn't pull no gun on him then* (40S) 

Q All right* We vent on down the alley and when we walked down the 
alley* Langford started to turn into the hack door to the gate leading to 
his apa rtme nt and he put his hand on his pocket and he said* ”here* man 
hart is your watch* here it is*” 

And I told hia* I said* "See* men* you got me in all this tro«^ble 
for nothiag*” I said* "Ibis could have been avoided in the first place* I 
didn't think you fellow would Junp on ae like that*” 

I lave seen them fighting .other guys liks that* gang vp on them* 
but Z figured Z vas thsir friend* Z\didn't think they'd do me like that* 

Q FOUowing his giving you fhe money and watch* where did you go? 

A Langford vent on through bis house* vent on through his spsrtmsnt 

and Z esBi back out tbs sUey* Z tupnsd rl^ around and came out tbs sUey 
snd when Z got to the alley, beexd somebody say# "There he is* right there*” 
and Z assn the Scout car snd two p o llceaen juopsd out* 


Q That is the tlae 70 a were placed under arreett | 408) 

A That la ri^t* | 

I 

Q Did yen have aogr oocnreraatlaa vith ‘Uie arreatixis offle^ at that 

time? 


A Ro, he naked me vhat hap p en e d ^ When he firat got there^ be (409) 

I 

aaid, "All rigut, get poiir hands np like that*" And I held 07 ha^ np and he 

I 

patted ne doim Joat like that, and he foond a gon in mgr pocket a^ pot ne 
in the patrol vagon and took ne aroond to the Jail hcoae and on {the vay 
around to the Jail house, he asked me \itet happened, and I told kin two of 


vy friends tried to rOb me of 07 vat^i^rOb 


money or vatch, either 


one, so he took me on around to the precinct* 


Q ¥ere Jhrdan and Langford and the Beasley girl p re s e nt at the time 
there was some qaeationing? I 

A So, he took me around there alone, by agiaelf* | 

Q Did you make any statement to the officer to the effecjt that this 


Shooting was Just "life; that a men got killed; that is Just th^ vay it goea*^ 


A *>, «o ««6h af te»rt »d.. I 

Q Did you explain to the arresting officers that both tljese men had 
threatened yon prior to the ahooting? 

A I did, I did* 

! 

I 

Q Was any atateoent by you reduced to writing at that tdlaet 

! 

A So, when they first took me aroond, they Just took, I |thlnktthiy 
took ay belt and soem keys or somethizc I I^ad* They took that and locked 
me up and I stayed in tbem a couple hours or hour^I don't knoijr how long it 

was because I %ient to ^eep* j 

Anyway, they woke me up again and took me out and then he (410) 
took a statement* j 

Q Was that reduced to vritingt | 

A Tes, he wrote that down* | 

I 

Q Let me aSk you, following ycxxr arrest, ^dien was it yo^ firat learned 

! 

that Jordan had been Shot as s natter of factf | 

! 

A Veil, Z tell you, when they arrest ne and the pdllee ‘^old me about 
it. I aian.t beu,,* it b. «. I good 

thing had to be wrong* else they wouldn't be looking me up* I 

I 

Q When did you next see either Langford or Jordan? - | 

A Veil, let's see* X was down-*! stayed down at the Ola^riet Jail, I 
think it was, about nine or ten days; in feet, they wouldn't leb me out on 






band until Jiordan got off the oritleal Hat and X vaa down at tba (410) 

^diarf«»thara waa a ooupla earloada of 107 and tmolaa ln- 4 aw 8 and 

•U that buaineaa—and Langford waa down tbara and ha a ppreachad Ba 
Akook iqr hand and aaaxythlng* 

Q thia la Moniolpal Coort you are yaking abont? 

A What 90 a aaanT 

Q Did 90 a aay 70 a ware in a oourthooae and aav Langford? 

A Bo, Z aay I waa down at the ^diarf • 

Q I didn’t underatand 700 * 

A And Langford approached ne and abook ny hand and tell ne waa (411) 
glad to aee me and all that bualneaa, and aaked me, he aald, "Jordan wanta 
to aee you** He aay, "Man, come up to the hooae; let'a talk it all over and 
get thia atral^itened oat*" 

So, X told him. Bo, I can’t go around there becauae X don't Imow 
bow thia fellow'a perenta might take thia thing* X thought maTbe he ia all 
right to me bat aopatiaea yoa get those parenta, they think otherwise*' 

So, Langford auggeated that ay brother and 1 , we waa all together— 
he said, well, 70 a all atop by ay houae tomorrow morning* I iaiDed him what 
tiam*. Ha said, you atop by there between ^jevenand one—be there*. 

So, we did, we went on aroond there, aroand one o'clock and Langford 
waa is bed* we knocked* Be woke up and let ua in, agk&d ua for a cigarette 
and to6k us aroond to Jordan's house* 

Q What was the purpose of going to Jordan's bouse? 

A Be said he wanted to see me and txy to get the thing straightened 
out, that the nan didn't have anything against me; we had been friends and 
had been out on parties before this thing happened and wanted to see if we 

f 

could straighten this thing out* 

Q. When you arr i ved at Jordan's bouse, did yon have a conversation 

* » 

with hXh with reapect to the purpose of your visit? (412) 

A VUl, when we arrived around there in ny brother's car, Jordan 

waa sitting on the front porch and Langford told ua to get out and cone 

% 

on up and I told him, no, X didn't think X gbould go to-tha hoy's house 
Just then, for him to ask Jordan to tcooa to tba ear and ha did* 

Jordan came to the car* 

Q What convaraation did you^nave with Jordan at that tima? 

A Well, ha dbook mr hand toad everything and X told him X was sorxy 
and he said "yaa, man, W are friends, end all that," you know*. 
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Q Was an arrangeoent nada? | (412) 

A Z aSised bin "bar he vtm doing? Ha abowad oa abera *tt)a Wuat stroak 

I 

him and all that; I told Mm tfaan> *9tan> I was txTlng to scare 7 a|Q« I didn't 

I 

hafTe any Idea I bad really ^bot yotu" | 


I 

Q Did yoa coma to aay understanding as to paying bis dodjor bills? 

A Well, yes, at that partieolar time Jordan told me that {ba'd got 

out of the hospital, I thinlf Friday or Thursday, e oiBe* < hare along { thera and 

I 

1 ashed blsi, be told me that be vantad me to pay bis hospital bills and pay 

I 

him tor the time that be vas off from vosic* j 

Veil, I told him it vas OJC* I ashed him bov modi was ijiis (413) 

I 

I 

hospital bill, did be have any way of finding out, so be told th^t bis mother 

I 

bad already paid $270, I thiah he said* So I aslced him. All righ^, if be 
droved me the bill. I'd be willing to pay him off and pay him fojr the tine 

I 

I 

be vas off from vorh, tboo^ I Icnov be didn't have no job anywbe^ but be 

I 

still, be vas vorilcing, but be told me no, bis mother vas gone toj dsirdi or 

j 

soBiething and abe bad it in a safe or something or other and be bouldn't 

I 

get bis bands on it to Show me* If I voold come bach Monday ni^, the foUcw- 

I 

ing ni^, he'd get it and see if ve could strai^iten the thing jout* 

Q Did you go back as a result of that? 

! 

A Tes, I vent arouzid there* j 

Q What happened when you vent back? j 

I 

A Jbrdan vasn't bone* ! 

I 

Q Did you have soy conversation vith a nybody else at Mb boose at 


that time? I 

A Bis mother told me be just valhed out, gone up to 'tttaj girl friend's 

I 

boose and abe vas expecting him ba^ aay ndnute* I 

Q Did you see him that evening at all? j 

i 

A No, I didn't see him* 

Q When did you next see him? 

j 

A Veil, I guess it vas around Wednesday or Tbursday* I Wouldn't be 
sure Shat day of the veek it vas, but Hbrnt vas vhen be told me jtbat ve'd 
get togetiier and we'd sign a statement; I asked him, I said, ”0*K«, (414) 

I 

ve'U get ay lawyer; ve'U draw up soma a g reem ent , have it notarised and 

I 

signed, and everything, 'Sibere be didn't testify against me an(|l all this 

business that ve couldn't prosecute each other no kind of vay ^fter the 

thing vas over, no king of vay, one vay or the others | 

Q By that you maan a eovenan t on the part of each otbei^, not to 
sue ea^ other? 
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A That Is (414) 

Q You bad a laMyar do that? 

A that is ri^* 

Q That vas vitb Jordan's agreemant? 

A That Is right*. 

Q Vas Jordan paid azQr noney as a result of that agreement? 

A Bdh? 

Q Did Jordan receive any money as a result of that agreement? 

A Tes, ve vent to a preliminary hearing onee; I seen him once before 
then and ve vas talVing about it and he told me he said, 'n)on't vorry about 
anythiag*'* The prelimlDaxy hearing vas ooming up one day In the coming veekf* 
he said he ^ist ironldn't idiov up and that vay they'd thrcv it out and all I 
had to do vas pay him the money because ve already had the agreement signed* 

Q Kov, did you ever see that looife or bottle that you say vas (415) 
in Jordan's hands — 

A Langford* 

Q Langford—did you see that any further after you left the apartment? 

A Mo, ao> not after I left* 

Q You are sure that both of them had those veapons at the time? 

A Certainly because Langford, vhen he got up, he had his hand in his 

pocket and pulled his hand out and had his knife in his hand and draved it 
on me* 

CROSS EXAMDUIIGH 

BY Ml* TBOXELL: 

Q Vere you drunk vhen you shot Jordan? 

A Ve'd all been drinking* I vouldn't say I vas drunk* 

Q Ida veren't drunk? 

A Mo, not drunk* 

Q You veren't Intoxiested? 

A What is the difference betveen druxik end iatoxieated? 


Q You knsv vhat you vere doing, did you? 

A lies, X guess so* 

Q All right* You left L a ngford's aparteient and you vent to your 
apartm e n t, is that oorreot? 

A Yes, sir* 

q' lAiUs you vere there, you got this gun, right? 

A That is right* 



i 

Q Is tMs the gun yen. got at yoor aiw r tn e ut that tloe? (416^ 

I 

A That is right. I 

I 

Q Ida hadn't had this gon vLth yen earlier in the evening? 

i 

A Mo. I 

I 

Q Ton had a little argtaoent vith Langford about this vat^ before 

y(XL got the gun, didn't yon? j 

I 

A Gh, ve had argoed, yes. 

I 

Q About the vateh? | 

I 

A Tes. I 

I 

Q And your ar g u ment had been before you left Langford's Apartment 

I 

with Juanita Beasley, is that corre c t? | 

A Sure. I 

! 

_ I 

Q Then you vent to your q p ar tne n t with Juanita Beasley ahd you got 

I 

the gun, is that correct? | 

I 

A That is ri^xt. j 

I 

I 

Q Where vas the gun in your apartment? I 

A In the drawer. | 

Q Before you put it in your potiEet that morning? j 

I 

A lAthe drawer. | 

i 

Q Now on direct examination, you said that vb^ you ventj to see 

i 

Jordan after he got out of his house, you told Jordan that \dien jyou shot 

I 

him 3 roa were just trying to scare him, is that correct? i 

A I told him I didn't mean it, that is ri|^; I didn't Jean (417) 

I 

to ^loot him. I 

i 

Q But you were intending to scare him? j 

A Certainly, wouldn't you, if s oaebody bad sometblng drcjwn on you? 

Q Xou beard the other witnesses here testify 'ttiat tiwre ^were no 

I 

bottles there? | 

I 

A Tes, I heard thos. i 

I 

Q Tou also heard the offioer testify that when he questioned you, 

I 

you told Xb» offioer that you thou^ that Jordan* bad a bottle, ibut you 

I 

weren't certain* Tou beard the offioer so testify s little whil^ ago? 

I 

A Tes, I heard him say that. | 

Q Tou didn't tell the officer that you saw a bottle. Tou told the 

I 

officer that you tbeu^ you saw a bottle. | 

I 

A I t61d him that Jordan had the bottle ^dxen be came ouiaide the door. 
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(417 


Q Nov yen. heard the officer testify that you told him, the 
officer, that yoa thoo^ Jordan had the bottle? 

A That is ri^t, that is vhat the officer say* 

Q Did yen tell the officer that Langford had a knife in his hand? 

A That is right* 

Q Ton told officer Bodgers that? 

A I told him that* 

Q And vhen did you tell him that? (418; 

A When he vas questioning me, I told him that on the vay up to the 
precinct* 

Q But you are sure you told the officer that Langford had a knife in 
his hand? 

A That is right* 

Q How you say you had this agreement vith Jordan for him not to 
prosecute you, is that correct? 

A It vas drawn up so ve couldn’t prosecute each other* 

(J You say Jordan told you he Just ifouldn't appear as a vitness 
against you? 

A Tes, he made that statement, he didn't when it came iq>, the pre¬ 
liminary hearing* 

Q Is he the same person vbo ai^ared against you here yesterday? 

A Ob, yes, but these vere on different occasions* 

Q As a matter of fact, you vere trying to pay him money so he 
wouldn’t procecute you in this court? 

A Ho, no, Langford brought this case up* He is the one who suggested 
to me* Be told me that Jordan vented to see me* Be told me that down there 
in front of the vharf, in front of fifteen or twenty vitnesses* 

Q Vhere are those vltnesess!^ 

A Those are my brother and sisters and things— 

Q What are their names? (419 

\ 

A VeU, I got a brother named John McCoy* 

Q Z am talking about these fifteen or twenty vitnesses* 

/ 

1 Veil, there vas two earloAds of us* 

I 

Q Ida just start and name eTi|ery one of those wi tn esse s * 

A Veil, ay brother John McCojy, his vlfe Ruth* 

Q Jobn McCoy? 

A That is right, half brother* 


Q Bntb McCoy? (419) 

A That is right* I 

I 

Q ^’fbo else? I 

I 

A Jessie McCoy, thet is s coosizi of adne, his vife* His ijrifc^s nwne 
is Geiieve. Wait a iBiiaxte-..^arryw. ! 

Q Carry McCoy* Who else? I 

I 

A ^Dd ’ttieir ]d.ds» 

Q Vhat are their xteaes? 

A I don't ]axw* | 

I 

Q Bew Biony? | 

A I think there is three of then* | 

Q Three kids? Nov idx> else? | 

I 

A There vas a consin of adne live cot in Sootheast here, | name is 

I 

Roth Redmond* | 

q Roth Remind? | 

A Hh, hdh* | 

Q Vho else? 

i 

A And her boy friend* | (420) 

Q Vhat is his xiame? I 

I 

A I don't knev, his first name is Villi am* I don't knov ^s last name* 

1 

q VUliam* 0*K* lAo else? | 

A That is all I can ‘Qdnk of* I 

Q Ton said fifteen or twenty earlier* I count nine* | 

A V^, that is about %diat it vas* | 

Q Nov, are they here as vitnesses today? | 

[ 

A No, they are not there* | 

Q Are they in town? | 

A Tes* I 

I 

Q Have you been talking to them lately? | 

A No, I haven't seen some of them since that ni^it* I 

Q Have you endeavored to reach them preparatory to this trial? 

I 

A Oh, I call ay brother occasionally* j 


q Did you ask him to come down and testify in this trial? 

A Be is in the a my; he couldn't make it* 

i 

Q I see* But you didn't talk to any of the rest of then^ 

I 

A No, but I mean, they were there when Langford vas suggesting 'Qtat 


I meet Jdrdan around his house*. 
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Q All rl^xt* liow far vas Jbrdan away fz^ 70 a lAen 

yen abot Mb 'ttkat on JMy lit 

A Ob, I voQldn't loiov exaetly* I guess Sbout as far as from 
here to the oorser of that table there or that chair* 

Q Ibis eoraer or this Ohair? 


A SoBBubare along there* 

Q Voold that be about fifteen feet? 


(420) 

(421) 


A I guess so* 

Q At the tine you tinat Jordan, vas he standing still? 

A He had his am looped back, like he vas going to* 

Q Vas he standing still? 

A Veil, he had a forward notion like that* 

Q VSre Ms feet laoving? 

A Ho, Ms feet vasn't oorlag but he had an open stance as though he 
vas going to throw it* 

Q Vhat ha ppene d to that bottle? Did yon pick it up? 

A Ho, vby Should X pick it up? 

Q I an not asking you to argue with ne* I am Just asking you if you 


did pldk it xxpt 
A Ho* 

Q How where vas Langford when you Shot Jordan? 

A VSll, l a ogfor d ^ordan pushed Langford over against the rail of the 
por^* Z guess it is around Six or eight feet vide because Langford vas 
heading at me first* lhat's when Jordan pushed him aside and told him he'd 


0, Bov far vas he from you at the time Jordan pushed Mm aside? (422) 

A I don't know beesuse I guess it vas in the neighborhood of seven 

feet, someahere aloog in there; eeven or ei^tt feet* 

Q Vas he walking towards you at tba time? 

A Zbst is right* 

Q He was? 

A ISs* 

Q Did Jordan use moeh effort to push him aside? 

A He pushed Mm with his arm* 

Q Just with his am like this? 

A Zas, be didn't have to do too mu^ Ibe man vas half drunk* 

Q Vera you drunk at that mant? 
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A Bo, 1 «isa*1^us2c* 9 I (422) 

Q Was JMsn dnalt? | 

I 

A No, he VB 8 driiiklsg* | 

I 

Q Xoiz beard Lax«ford teatlfy that be didn't drlidt? I 

I 

A Sore* I 

I 

Q Nov, vben 7011 pointed this gon at todan, did yaa aia at 
A No, I JuBt polled it out of wy pocket and atnot It* 

Q That is vtaen yoo vere intending to scare bia, is that rjight? 

I 

A That is ri^tt* I 


Q What is the caliber of that gun? j 

I 

A Ihlrty-tvo, I think. i 

I 

Q Tbirty-tuo? | 

I 

A Tes. j 

Q Ho„ 1«« h^r. h« ttet emt 

I 

A Oh, a long tine. I don't knov, eight or ten years, I gujess. 
TR00051L: I bsve no further questions. I 


(423) 


H E D iHE C T Exmnuaim 


BTHEU VBUGBtz 


Q let ne aSk yaa a fev questions. You say that you beard ^ officar 

I 

testify to the effect -ttiat, be said that you thought that Jordan ^lad a bottle. 

Did yoo say such a thing? | 

I 

A No, I didn't say it to bin but that is idiat he said I ^ald, the 
officer say I said. 

I 

Q Vhat did you tell bin vith respect to vhat weapons if 9 ^ Jordan had? 

A I tdld him that Jordan had a bottle in his band. | 

I 

Q there is no question about Ibat in your sind? | 

A There is no question hbout that. | 

I 

Q Now, yon vere asked as to ^diethar or not you heard Lani|ford and 
Jordan sty that Jordan didn't drixdc any liquor or bear. During the period 


of tine that you Itaoun bin, have you known bin to drixdc beer or ifhiskey? 

i 

A Oh, sure, I have seen bin when be oouldn't valk. 

Q BUS be bean drinking vith you during that tine? 


(424) 


Q Nov, let ne agk you this; when you left your apartneBt| nesnlng 

I 

the Langford a p ar tne nt to go to your a p a rtnen t and the Be asl ey g^I d ecid ed 

■ I 

She vented to Join you, did you have any intention at tint tine to return 
to the L a ngford place? 



ItU llhOXKLL: Gb|eetioiu This is ziot proper redirect* 

7BB CCKJBh X vlU let hia snswer* 

BIMU VRIOBT: 

Q I believe joa told the Jury and the court that it vas after ^ou he 
ridden around soeetiiae with the girl that that decision vas made? 

A That is ri^y because *je val2ced down the street and everything. 
Just tallriTig and everything* 

Ml* VRI!GBT: I have nothing further* 

MU TRODCBtLs I have nothing further* 

IBB CODRT: Bad you had an ar g ia nant about the vetch before you left the 
apai ' tflienl ? 

THE vmBSS: Ve had a discussion* It wasn't no a rg u men t * 

TBB COCfiT; Ton were pretty angry about it, weren't you? 

IBB VITHESS: Certaiiily, there is a whole lot of people have {AZ. 

taken things fToai me* 

IBB COnST: That doesn't bother you any? 

IS VUNBSS: veil, nobody likes to have things taken sway from him* 

IBB COQST: 1 want to know, did you have an a rg u me nt with Langford beoau: 
he took your wat^? 

TBB vmsSS: Well, we had aooie dlaagreemant about it, it vaan't no 
argument* 

TBB COQST: Ton didn't like It, did you? 

TBB VXTNESS: HO, I didn't like it* 

THE COQST: When you vent to your apar t m e n t, you said you went in there 
to get 9008 money, is that right? 

TBB VITHESS: That is right* 

TBB COQST: kad idisn you got the money, %ms %dien you picked up the gun? 
THE vnHESS: I seen the gun laying there* 

TBB COQST: Vhat did you pick it ocp for? 

TBB VlTMBSSs Jhst an iopulse, I guess* 

IBB COQST: Just an impulse? 

TBB VZTSS3: I guess* 

TBB COQBI: m right* That is all* 

VESA HABTXN 

was as a witness by counsel for the Defendant and, having bean duly 

sworn, vas eramln ad and testified as foUam 



DiEzoT nammcm I (^ 26 > 

Bim* \maasi | 

Q MBdam, will yen please state yaar aaaa and address? | 

A Vera Martin, 2149 P Street, Hartbwest* | 

Q Mrs* Martin, vhat business are yen engaged in? | 

A Dry cleaning business* I bave a store at that address* | 

Q Hov long have you been in that business here in the District? 

I 

A Fourteen years* | 

I 

Q Nov has Defendant William Pitts vorlced for you? | 

A Tbs, he vorlced for me, tie vas up to Saturday with me*' | 

Q He vas still vorldng for you as of Saturday? | 

I 

I 

A That is right* | 

Q And he is still in your employ? | 

A Tes* I 

i 

Q Hov long has he vorlced for you? | 

j 

A He came in August, 1953* I 

I 

Q August, 1953? I 

A Bight* I 

I 

Q Hov long have you knovn him? 

I 

A I imov him about six years, five; a friend of mine bad; him ' (427) 

before* 

I 

Q Nov, do you loaov other people in the coonmlty ^dio Imow hiol? 

A Well, they Imov him all around my store* | 

I 

THE COQRt: What is his reputation among the people vho hnow{ him in 

I 

that coBBHDoity for troth and veracity? j 

I 

THE WITNESS; Tou knov, I am not American, I can't understax^ many vords; 

I can ansver very good reputation* | 

I 

BT m* WRIGHT: | 

Q With respect to his reputation for peace and good ordejr (42S) 

among the people in the comnunity that you knov vho knov him, is that? 

A Well, that is %di8t I meant* j 

I 

Q That is vhat you mean? ! 

[ 

A That is zi|d3^* 

MR* WRKaT: That is all* ! 

I 

I 

)fU TRQXELL: I have no further questions* 

ItU WRIGHT: That is the Defendant's case, if the Court ple^* 

Ifi* TROOCBTX: Mr* Rodgers, please* | 
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JOSEPH T. RODGERS 


(428) 

« vitaMs c a l l td in rebuttal by the Hnited States, having been previously 
sworn, resumed the stand and testified as foUows: 

DIRECT ZXAMnunON 

BT MU TRORELL: 

Q Mr. Rodgers, did the defendant at ary time tell you that Langford 
was aimed with a Imife? 

A No, sir* 

Ifi* TROREU*: That is all I have* 

Ifi* WRIGHT: I have no further questions* 

CBABQE TO THE JURT BT THE COGRT (451) 

THE COOBT: Ladies and, Gentleman of the Jury: The Defendant in this ease, 

William L* Pitts, is Oharged in an indictment containing two counts, the 

first of which alleges that on or about Jbly 12, 1955, within the District of 

ColuBhia, William L. Pitts made an assault on Robert L* Jordan with a 

dangerous we^»n, that is, a loaded pistol* 

« 

The second count i alleges that on or about Jtily 12, 1955, within 
the District of Colnshla, William L* Pitts made an assault on Edward Langford 
with a da ngero u s \napoa, that is, a loaded pistol* 

The paper writing that I just read to you, ladies and gentle* (452) 
men of the Jury, is the indictment in this case* The purpose and object of 
the indictment is to inform a defendant of the nature of the accusation 
against him* It does not am o unt to evidence in any degree whatsoever and you 
are not to consider the indictment as evidence for, as Iissyy it is the 
charge of the allegation placed by the Government against a defendant, each 
material part of whidi most be proved and proved beyond a reasonable doubt* 
This defendant is presumed to be ixmocent and that presumption 
abides with him throughout tbs progress of .the trial until it is overcome by 
evidence establishing his guilt beyond a reasonable doubt* The burden is upon 
the Gosemment to prove a defendant guilty of a erima charged and the Govern- 
mat sBSt prove a defendant guilty beyond a r e asona b le doubt* That doesn't 
asan that the Oove m aent most prove a dafendant guilty beyond all doubt 
whatsoever or prove a dafandant guilty to an abaolute or matbematical eer- 
oartaiiity* Tba Oovammsot has met the burden if it provea a defendant guilty 
to a moral certainty or, as it is ststed, proves a defendant guilty beyond a 



I 

!lQir vhat is a reason^le doubt? A reaaoBable doubts ladies (4SS) 
aod gentleaen of the Jury, is Just vhat the term ias>lie8« It is fotjiDded oa 
reason, it is predicated on reason, it is sooietbisg for vhleb you jiay assign 
a reason, it is something of substance as compared to something tb^ (453; 

oay be conjecture or speculation* It is such a doi^ as vould leav^ a juror'^s 

I 

mind, after a careful and candid investigation of all the facts anjl cir> 

! 

cumstances, so undecided that he can not say that he has an abidinjg cooviction 

i 

I 

of the defendant's guilt, or such a doubt as, in the graver and no|re important 

I 

I 

transactions of life, would cause an ordinary and prudent person hesitate 

I 

and pause*. I 

I 

I 

A reasonable dodbt, ladies and gentlemen of ‘ttw jury, may arise 

i 

not only from the evidence produced but also from a lade of evidex^, because 

! 

the lair does not impose upon the defendant the duty of producing ijmy evi¬ 
dence; the burden is upon the prosecution to prove all the essential elements 

I 

of the erlmie diarged and, of course, a defendant has the ri^ tojrely upon 

I 

the failure of the prosecution to establidi them and may rely upoili a 
reasonable dodrt* j 

If, after an Impartial ocapariaan and nonstteration of tb. 

I 

evidence, you can candidly say that you are not satisfied that thje defendant 

I 

is guilty, then you have a reasonable doubt and under these oireu|&stax>ee8, 

I 

it is your duty to return a verdict of not guilty* | 

j 

hi other words, to establidh proof beyond a reasonmble doubt, the 

i 

evidence must be suOh that you vould be willing to act upon it iA tha more 


importairt affairs of your cun life, for you can not convict a de-i* 


(454) 


fendant on mere suspioian or conjecture* If, after an impartial eoo^iariSGn 
and consideration of all the evidence, you can truthfully say tbit you have 

I 

an abiding conviction of the defendant's guilty such as you wool^ be willing 

I 

to act upon in the more important and wai^xty ma tt era in your own affairs, 

i 

then you have no reasonable doubt and under those oireumBtanees,j it would 

I 

I 

be your duty under the law to return a verdict of guilty* ! 

I 

If, iqpon tha mhole evidence in the caae, there is any p^asonable 

hypothesis or theory disclosed consistent with the Innocence of Ithe de- 

I 

fendant, then you must find him not guilty* | 

In other words, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, if ^011 can 

I 

raoonoila the avldenea aa you heard it from the witness stand v^th any 

I 

reaacn^le theory oonsiatent with the defendant'a innooanoe, th^ would be 

j 

docdit and in that ease your verdict would be sot guilty* | 


As 9011 Ism, 90 a are the sole Judges of the foots la the (45A) 
case aiad In this respect, the Coart can not be of any assistance to 90 U 
vhatsoever* It is for you to decide the weight you will give the evidence 
yen heard from the witness stand and you ehould weigh oarefoUy every fact 
and cireuBStance submitted to you for yoor oonsideratloiu 

In Judging the evidence, you must necessarily evaluate the (455' 
testiscoy of the individual witnesses; only thus can you determina the 
truth and it is the truth that you oust seek* Therefore, bring to this 
task your own knowledge of human nature, your own ability to Judge men, 
their source of knowledge, ,their intelligence, their motives, their Inten* 
tioDS, so that you may discern the real charaeter behind the spoken words 
and measure their wei^it of truth and accuracy* 

In passing xxpoa. the credibility of the witnesses, you have the 
right to oops i de r the Mnner of testif^riog when the witness was on the 
stand, whether the witness was evasive, whether there was a tendency to 
distort, whether the witness was frasd: and candid in his testimony, whether 
the witness was contradicted in mat^ial facts. Whether the witness had an 
interest in the outeooe of the trial, whether or not the witness impressed 
you as a truth*telling individual, whether or not the witness Impressed 
you as a person having an accurate memory and recollection* You may also 
consider the probability or inprObability of the testimony as told by a 
part ic ula r witness and its har mony or ineongraity with other testimony in 
the esse thst you do find to be establl^ beyond a reasonable doubt* 

You are also instructed that, if you believe from the evidence, 
any witness intentionally testified falsely ooneeming any material (456) 
fact about which the witness, could not reasonably have been ndsteken, then 
you are at liberty to di s reg a rd all the testimony of sudi witness or 
accept subh pert of the testimony as you deem worthy of belief* 

Nov, ladies and gantlamen of the Jury, this dsfandant is charged, 
as I told you, with an assault with a d a ngerous weapon*. An assault, 
l adies and gentleman of tte Jury, is an unlawful attempt by videnoa 
to do bodily injury to the parson of another with the masns at hand of 
carrying the attsipt into effect* In other words, a slmpls assault is an 
unlawful laying of hands on snotfasr without the oonssnt of that person* 

Nov, an ssssolt vith s deadly weapon is an unlawful or willful use of force 
or vlolsnoe on the person of snothar or other wrongful physical vlolanee 
inflicted on a human being without his consent with sn instrument idiieh the 


52 


lav considers dangerous. You are instructed, ladies and gentleoenl of 
the Jory^ as a matter of lav^ that a loaded pistol Is a dangerous! weapon. 

For a person to be guilty of an assault, ladies and gentlemen of jbhe Jury, 
no actual contact is necessary because it then becomes a battery,| The ma- 
lawful attempt by violence to do bodily injury to the person of another is 

I 

all that is sufficient whether it is assault with a deadly weapon^ so that 

I 

if I tsika a weapon and I point the weapon at you and I don’t fire the gun, 

I 

the assault has been coosuianated, the assault is finished, for I jbave the 

I 

means at hand of Injuring you, if I wiSh, So that, if you believ^ and (457) 

I 

believe beyond a reasonable doubt, ladies and gentlemen of the Jr^, on 

I 

the 12th day of Jtdy, 1955, on the back porch of the apartment aft Edward 

I 

Langford, while Langford and the defendant were in an a rg u me nt , t^hat the 

I 

defendant pulled a loaded gun from hia pocket and pointed it at 1|he cooh 

I 

plaining witness Langford, then it is your duty under the law to! retur n a 

I 

verdict of guilty under Count 2 of the indictment. If you have ajreaaonable 

I 

doubt about it, you mist return a verdict of not guilty under Coi|mt 2 of the 
indictment. If you believe and believe beyond a reasonable douht| ladies and 

I 

gentlemen of the Jury, that on or about lUly 12, 1955, within *01^ District 
of Columbia, that the defendant William Pitts made an assault ocl Robert L,* 

I 

Jordan with a dangerous weapon, that ia, by abooting him with thiia gun, 

I 

then it is your duty under the lav to return a verdict of guilty as in^ 

I 

dieted under Count 1 of the Indictment, If you have a r ea aona b lej 

I 

I 

ti)oat it, you most r eturn a verdict of not guilty under Count 1 bf the 

I 

indictment, ! 

Nov, certain facta in this ease are admitted: (l) Thal| the 
defendant Pitta, Langford and Jordan were In this ap a rt m nnt; | 

I 

(2) That the cooplaining witness Jordan was diot; | 

I 

(3) That tha defendant Pitta had a loaded gun; and | 

(4) That he pulled the loaded gun and he shot tha loa^ted (458) 

I 

I 

gun and the Aot hit Jordan* • 

Nov those facts are not in dispute. 

What you have got to detexmlna are the eireunotances s u rrc undlng 
tha happening of the e vent, Pitts does not deny. No, 1, that hej got the gun. 
No, 2, that he pulled the gun and that he fired the gun, and Jordan was 

I 

^t. He doesn’t deny that he had the gun out in his hand. Be ^ays that if 
any assault was committed on Langford, it was done in self defeinse and that, 
if any assault was oonniitted ijqpon Jordan, that It was done in i|elf defense, * 


Nqw> lidie* and gantXaman of the joiy, the rl^ to (458 

ooeaelf oo the ground of eelf defexiae, of courae is founded in neee aa lty^ 
real or apparent* lb defend oneaelf, of oourae, it the first lav of nature* 
The ri|^t ezlsta coly in extremity, vhere there is no vay of avoiding the 
ham that is ^iparent to 'the person resorting to the right* If there is no 
real or a pp ar e n t neoesslty for the shooting then the defense fails* So 
that, in order to assert self defense as an ezoose or justification for 
shooting, yc3U are instructed that defendant oust have been in iaainent 
danger of death or great bodily harm at time of committing the act or 
must have had reasonable grounds for believing and did in good faith believe 
tiiat he vas in su^ peril, and that the ahooting was necessary to avert 
that perii* Self defense, ladles and gentlemen of the jury, means (459 

self defense from a present danger or imminent Injury to a parson idileh 
might main him or might be permanent in character or vhich might even 
result in his own death* One can not go further than is reasonably necessary 
in the defense of his person* Be can not carry bis right of self defense to 
the extent of using a deadly vea^ion upon his assailant except vhere, to 
his a pprb b e ns ion as a reasonable man, such extreme measures sre necessary 
to save himself from death or from great bodily harm* 

Ton axe instructed therefore, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, 
that if you find from the evidence that the complaining witness, 9±tbmr 
Langford or Jordan, first made an TmjustifISbIe assault upon the defendant 
or that the defendant had just, proper and reasonable grounds to believe 
and did honestly believe, ^ this belief is substantiated by the testi¬ 
mony of this trial, that the complaining witnesses were hbont to do him 
personal injury, then he had the right to use such force as %fa8 reasooibly 
n e c essa ry to protect himself from personal Injury, and if it vas neosssszy 
under the eireumstsneee to shoot the gun or point the gun in order to 
defend himself, ^than you' must ret ur n a verdict of not guilty under this 
iadietm^* 

Bow, you nay r st um say ons of several verdicts* You nay return 
s verdict of guilty under Count 1 and guilty under Count 2, or you (4£( 
may rat um a verdict of not guilty under Count 1 and not guilty unde r 
Count 2, or you may r et u rn a verdict of guilty under Count 1 and not guilty 
under Count 2, or guilty under Count 2 and not guilty under Count 1, all 
depending upon the weight that you give the evidence as you heard it fo.'osi 
the vitness stand* 


The dafesdant pot a vitoesa on tba ataad to testify tiMt (460) 

I 

I 

be vaa a man of good r e put ation^ How, at coarse, that is permiasiblle, tbat 

1 

the defendant nay call vitneaaea to Sbov tbat bis character was sojidk as to 

I 

make it unlfTrely that be would be guilty of the crine charged. Teatioio:.' of 
good dharaeter is not proo f of innocence, ladies and gentlemen of jthe jury, 
altbou^ it nay be sufficient to raise a reasonable doubt as to his guilt* 

I 

I 

You are, therefore, instiraeted tbat an established reputation for jgood 

j 

diaracter could alone create a reasonable doubt altbou^, without |it, 

other evidence would be caovincing as to defendant's guilt* Ybu Bnjy consider 

! 

'Uuit evidence along with other evidence in the case*' | 

j 

Ibis is a serious case, ladies and gentlemen of the Jury, both 

i 

from the standpoint of the defendant and the Oove m nent and, therelfore, 

i 

you Should wei^ the evidence very carefully, sift the evidence, ate para te 

j 

the evidence that you believe from the evidence you disbelieve, a^d apply 

I 

to it the good sound conwrm sense you would in the every-day affairs of 
your own life* By so doing, you will readi a considered ^idgment* lAa (461) 

I 

you know, your verdict mist be unanimous* When you reach your jurj^ room, 

I 

select a foreman and when you have readied a verdict, please notii|y the 
Marshal* Is there anything else, gentlemen? | 

IS** TRQXKIL: The Government is content* | 

IS* VBJCBTt Ho, your Honor* | 

(At 12:X p»m* a recess was taken until 1;45 p«m*) | 

1HB IEFT7TT CISRK: Has the Jozy ag r ee d on a verdict? ! (463) 

THE FOREMAN: They have* | 

I 

?HE iSFUFX CUBRE: What say you as to the Defendant ViUiam L| Pitts 

I 

on Count 1? j 

TEE FOREMAN: Guilty as charged* I 

i 

THE E BPOTT CI2SK: On Count 2? | 

I 

THE FOREMAN: Guilty as diarged* j 

THE LEPim CI2BK: Menbttra of the Jury, your foreman says you' find the 
defendant guilty as indicted and that is your verdict so say you iadh and all? 

I 

(There was no dissent from the Jury*) | 

I 

TEE COORX: I will refer the matter to tba Probation Officer {for 

sentence* | 

IS* VSTOBT: Will your Honor continue the defendant on bond, jienrtlng 

sentence? | 

TEE COGRT: No, he nay be coesiitted* j 


FOR IBB DISIBZCT OP COUMIA 


Pii£D III GPEii ccrrT (4i: ' 


» MW SBP 7 1955 

Boldli« t Crlolnal Km matir M. HOtt, Clark 
Qraad Jtay l& 9 «Mlled J^ily 2B, 1955, Sworn in on Aogost 2, 1955 


TEB UNUBD SXAIBS (F AlSaCA 


Villiam U Pitts 


Cm Grand Jmj dMrges: 


CrlMnal Ho. 826-55 
Grand Jury Ho. 985-55 
Assault with a Oangarous Weapon 
(22 D.C.C. 502) 


Ckt or about Jtly 22, 1955, vitbln tbe District of ColuBbia, Wllliaa L. 
Pitts made an assault on Robert L. Jordan vith a dangerous veapon, that is, 
a loaded pistol. 

SBCQKD COmiT: 

On or about July 12, 1955, within the District of Coluzibia, William L. 
Pitts made an assault on Edward Langford %dth a dangerous weapon, that is. 


a loaded pistol. 


/s/ Leo A. Rover, 

Attorney of tbe United States in 
and for the District of ColxoBbia 


FIXED (467) 

SEP 12 1955 


PIEA OP XSFENDAHT 


EARET M. BOLL, Cleric 


On this 12th day of S qptenbe r , 1955, the defendant William L. Pitts, 
a pp eari ng in proper p ers on and by his attorney, Frank C. Salisbury, being 
arraigned In open Court upon tbe indictment, the substance of the dharge 
belnd stated to him, pleads not guilty thereto. 

By direction 

Metthew F. McGuire 
Presiding Judge 
Criminal Court # 1 


FILED 
JAN 5 1956 
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BABRI N. BOa, Clerk 

On tStis 5th day of January, 1956, came again tbe parties aforesaid. 


as aforesaid, and the 


jury as aforesaid in this eauae returns 


into Court at 9t45 a.Bu and retires to resume their deliberation; wharei^on 
the jury retur n s into Couxt and i^on their oath say that tbs de f endan t is 


guilty as indloted. 



The ease is referred to tte PrdbaticA Officer of tbe Coart 4od 

the d efen da n t is ooonltted to the District of Colnribia Jail. ! 

I 

^ direction | 

I 

I 

Edward M» Cnrran 
Presidix^ JOdge 
Criminal Court # 4 
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United States of America 


William U Pitts 


) 

) 

) Criminal No. S26-55 

) 

) 


FILED 
FEB 1 19^5 
HARBX M.lHaLL, Clerk 


On this 27tb day of January^ 1936 came the attorney for the! gove r nment 
and the defendant appeared in person and^ hj counsel, James T* V^ri|^, 

It Is Adjudged that the defendant has been coavieted upon h^ plea of^ 
not guilty and a verdict of guilty of the offense of I 

I 

Assault With A Dangerous Weapon j 

I 

as charged^ | 

and the court having asked the defendant whether he has anythingl to say ^diy 

j 

Judgment should not be pronounced, and no sufficient cause to the cootraxy 

j 

being Shown or appearing to the Court, | 

It Is Adjudged that the defendant is guilty as Purged and Convicted. 

i 

It Is Adjudged that the defendant is herSby committed to the custody of 

I 

the Attorney Qeneral or his anthoriaed representative for iopria|oament tor a 

I 

period of^ 

Two (2) years to Seven (7) years. j 

It Is ORLERED that the Clerk deliver a certified eapy’ of ttUs Judgment 

i 

and oomnitment to the United States Marshal or other qualified ^fficer and 

I 

that the cc^ serve as* the oomnitment of the defendant. ! 

/a/ Edward M. Curran j 

Uhitad States Diatrici Jbdge. 


UmiED STATES 

▼a. 


UMITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OP COUIBIA 


) 

) 


) Criminal Mo. 826^55 

) - 

) 


I (473) 

FIXED I ^ 

FEB 14|1956 

HARBT^ HULL, Clerk 


William L. Pitts 




(473) 




1, yillian Pittg. beisg first duly sworn soeording to Isw, depose 
end say that I am the in the above-entitled cause, and, in s t^ pp ort of oy 
iqpplieation for leave to jnooeed in said cause without being req 4 lred to ^ 
prepay fees or costs, states as follows: 

1« That I am a citizen of the United States* . 

2* That because of ny poverty I am unable to pay the cost of 

said suit or action* ^ 

3* That I am unSble to give security for the same* ^ 

* > 

4* That I believe I am entitled to the redress I seek in said 




suit or action* 

5* That the nature of ay cause of action is briefly stated as 
follows: The witness told coepletely different stories on 
the second trial of the ease and I wish to appeal* I need 
transcript of both trials* 

/s/ William L* Pitts _ 

SUBSCRIBED and SWCBK to before me this 13th day of Feb* 1956* 

/a/ George E* Stokes_ 


Hotary Public, D* C* 

Let the traxiscript be furnished at the cost of the U*S* 

Let the applicant proceed without prep a yment of costs* On appeal 

/ / ^ PHED 




/s/ (toran 
JtJDCR 


UNITED STATES DISIBICT COURT 
FGR THE DISTRICT OP CGUneiA 


fm 20 1956 
HARRY M* HULL, Clerk 

.7 2A3/56 (474) 

■ y 65 


UNITED STATES 


) Criminal No* S26-55 


FILED 

FEB 20 1. 56 


William L* Pitts 


HARRY M* HULL, Clerk 


HOnCE GP APPEAL 

Chief Clerk for the District C^ourt 
Dear Sir— 

I wish to file' an ippeal from sy case on the grounds that the witness 
’testlfflODy cootradicts themselves according to their testimony at the f iret 
trial* I also know that I wasn't properly represented by ay lawyer at ay 
eecond trial as I was at the first triel* Be refuse to bring in all tbe 
evidence es be did in the first trial* All thru the trial I tried to get 
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BRIEF FOR APPELtEE 


United States Court of Appeals 
For the District of Columbia Circuit 

- United Spates Court of Appeals 

I For the 

No. 13,335 CoLuvOna Circuit 

- AUG 22 1956 

i 

• e‘ 

William Pitts, AppeU ^ t -, 

I CLERK 

I 

United States of America, Appellee. 


Appoal from Iho XJniled Sialod District Court 
for the District of Col^imUa 


Oliver Gasch, i 
United States Attorney. 

Edward P. Troeell, 

Principal As 'sista/nt 

United States Attorney. 

Lewis Carroijl,! 

E. TiLiiMAN Stirling, 

Assistant United States Attorneys. 
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Appellant was convioted of assault with a dangerous 
weapon resulting from the shooting' of one complainant 
and the menacing of another with a loaded pistoL 
Appellant admitted the shooting, Smt son^t to jnstify it 
on the theory of self-defense. No special requests for 
instructions were made, nor were objections noted to the 
charge as given, which covered both assault with a 
dangerous weapon and self-defense. 

Therefore, in the opinion of appellee, the following 
questions are presented: 

(1) May appellant, for the first time on appeal, raise 
objections to the court’s diarge? 

(2) Was the diarge as given a complete and fair state¬ 
ment of the lawf 
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United States Court of Appecds 
For die District of Cohimlria Qrcoit 


No. 13^ 


WnxiAM Pitts, Appettcmt, 

V. 

United States or Ajxerica, Appellee, 


BRIEF FOR APPELLEE 


Appoal from Ri* United Steteo Dtalrict Court 
for ibm District of Ccdnmbin 


COUNTERSTATEMENT OF THE CASE 

On September 7, 1955 appellant was indicted in two 
connts for assault with a dangerous weapon, that is, a 
loaded pistol (J.A. 56). On January 5, 1956 the jury 
returned a verdict of guilty as indicted (JA. 56), and on 
January 27, 1956 he was sentenced to serve from 2 to 7 
years’ imprisonment (JA. 57). This appeal followed 
(JwA. 58). 

Robert L, Jordan testified that he, Mr. Langford, 
appellant, and several other people went to Mr. Langford’s 
apartment at 3603 13th Street, Northwest, about 11:45 pjn. 
on July 10, 1955, having spent the earlier of the 
evening drinking beer in a nearby tavern (JwA. 3). An 
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argument developed between appellant and Langford con¬ 
cerning a wrist watch, and appellant and a Miss Beasley 
left the apartment by the rear door (JJl. 5), returned 
shortly thereafter through the front door, and proceeded 
to the back >porch. Aibout fifteen minutes later Langford 
called Mr. Jordan asking him to come to the back pordi. 
As he went onto the porch through the kitchen door 
appellant said to him (JA. 8), “Don’t move or I’ll shoot” 
He further testified that as he let the door swing back shut 
appellant shot him. Mr. Jordan ran out through the front 
of the house and went to Garfield Hospital in a taxicab. 
He stated that at the time appellant shot him, he (Mr. 
Jordan) did not have any weapon in his possession. (JA. 
8). When asked why appellant shot him, Mr. Jordan said 
(JA. 9), “He shot me for nothing, as far as I know.” He 
had to remain in the hospital for nine or ten days. 

Edioard Langford, after testifying about the beer drink¬ 
ing earlier in the evening on July 10,1955 with appellant, 
said they all went to his apartment about midnight 
(JA. 15). After some discussion about the wrist watch, 
appellant left the apartment and returned in thirty 
minutes, and came out to the back porch where he was 
seated. At that time appellant asked him where his watch 
was and Mr. Langford told biTti he had already given bim 
the watch. He said he then called Mr. Jordan to the back 
porch in order to borrow four dollars, which together with 
his own three dollars, he would give appellant to settle the 
matter concerning the watdL Earlier in the evening he 
had sold appellant the watch for seven dollars (JA. 17). 
Mr. Langford continued his testimony by saying that when 
Mr. Jordan came onto the porch, he asked him to go back 
inside and see if the watch was on the dresser, and as 
Jordan started back into the apartment appellant told him 
not to move and then shot him (JA. 18). Langford said 
appellant drew the pistol out of his po^et while he and 
appellant were first discussing the watch on the back porch. 
He pointed it at him and said (JA. 19), “Don’t move 
no farther.” Langford said that after Jordan had been 
shot he himself went into the apartment and found appel- 


lant’s watch, and started to hand it to appellant, but the 
latter told him not to hand it to him bnt to pnt it on the door. 
Langford then left to go to the hospital to see Jordan 
(J.A. 20). He said that at the time appellant shot Jordan, 
neither he or Jordan was armed with a knife or bottle 
(JA. 22), nor did either he or Jordan raise their arms in 
a threatening manner at appellant or make any threaten¬ 
ing statements to him (J.A. 23). 

Dr. Cornell testified that he was employed at Garfield 
Hospital on July 11, 1955 and that at 1:15 a.m. on that 
date Bdbert Jordan came into the emergency room with a 
small round hole in his chest right over his heart which 
appeared to be a bullet wound (JJl 29). 

Police Officer Joseph T. Rodgers testified that pursuant 
to a report he received, he went to the comer of 13th and 
Otis Place, Northwest, which is about fifty feet from 3603 
13th Street, the scene of the crime. He apprehended 
appellant walking up an alley behind the premises and 
questioned him. Officer Bodgers testified that appellant 
told him he had had an argument with Langford about his 
wrist watch, had left the apartment to get his pistol and 
had returned “with the intention of getting his watch, his 
money or a piece of someone.*^ When asked why he had 
shot Jordan appellant shragged his shoulders and told the 
officer that is the way it goes. He also said, “I don’t 
know, that is just life.” (JA. 31). 

Appellant testified that he went to Langford’s apartment 
after spending the earlier part of the evening drinking 
beer. While at the apartment appellant took the watch 
which he had just previously brought from Langford at 
the tavern and put it on a dresser (J.A. 35). Later he left 
with one Juanita Beasley, drove around in a cab, and then 
went to his apartment where he obtained some money and 
also picked up his pistoL Upon returning to Langford’s 
apartment, he was told by Jordan that Langford had gone 
out Appellant said he decided to go home and as he was 
going out the back door he stumbled over Langford who 
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was lying on the porch floor. Appellant continned his 
story by saying that Langford jumped np with a knife 
in his hand and told him he wns going to cut his throat 
While appellant was trying to reason with Langford, the 
latter called Jordan, who came through the door with a 
bottle in his hand and told Langford that he would ^*take 
care of” appellant Appellant testified (JAl 37), **And 
that is when I put my hands in the pocket and pulled 
the gun out and shot him.” When asked why he had 
picked up the gun when he was at his apartment before 
going back to Langford’s appellant answered (JA.. 48), 

Just an impulse, I guess.” He also admitted that before 
he left Langford’s apartment the first time, he was pretty 
angry about the wrist watch incident (JA. 48). 

STATUTE INVOLVED 

District of Columibia Code § 22-502 (1951 Ed.) provides: 

Assault with intent to commit mayhem or with 
dangerous weapon. — Every person convicted of an 
assault with intent to commit mayhem, or of an assault 
with a dangerous weapon, shall be senten<^ to im¬ 
prisonment for not more than ten years. 

SUBiIMABY OF ARGUMENT 

During the course of his trial for assault with a 
dangerous weapon appellant admitted that he drew a pistol 
from his pocket and shot one complainant and menaced 
the other. Appellant never submitted any requests for 
special instructions, and at the close of the charge he 
spedfically told the court he had no further instructions 
to add. 

Therefore, he is preduded from raising objections, for 
•the first time in the appellate court. Even if this Court 
were to consider appellant’s points, it would find the 
record to show that the charge as given was a correct 
statement of the law, and not prejudicial in any respect 
to the rights of appellant. 
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ABGUMENT 

Th* Instrnciioiis W«r* FnlL Compl^t# and Ptopar 

Pre limina rily, it should be noted that the issues presented 
by appellant concerning the court’s charge are not 
properly before this Court, since he did not present them 
to the trial court, and thereby waived his right to raise 
them for the first time on appeal^ In White v. United 

States, -U.S. App. D.C.-,- F. 2d- (No. 

12,933, decided Jxme 14,1956), this Court said: 

“I^t failure to use a known remedy^ at the time 
of trial may be a bar to subsequent reliance on the 
defaTilted right is a principle too well established to 
require citation ...” 

However, pretermitting this point, we will now show 
that the charge as given was abundantly perspicuous, not 
misleading, and that it in no way prejudiced the rights of 
appellant to a fair trial The part of the charge objected 
to must be read as a unit in order to obtain the proper 
meaning. The court charged, in part, as follows (JJl 
52-54): 

Now, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, this defend¬ 
ant is charged, as I told you, with an assault with a 
dangerous weapon. An assault, ladies and gentlemen 
of me jury, is an unlawful attempt by violence to do 
bodily injury to the person of another with the means 
at hsmd of carrying the attempt into effect, la other 
words, a simple assault is an xmlawful laying of hands 
on another without the consent of that person. Now, 
an assault with a deadly weapon is an unlawful or 
willful use of force or violence on the person of 
another or other wrongful physical violence indicted 
on a human being without his consent with an instru- 

1FML IL Grim. P.^ 30 proridM in part: 

“No party maj aariga aa error any portion of tiie charge or omiarion 
therefrom nnleaa he objects thereto before the jnry retires to consider 
its Tordict, stating distinctly the matter to which he objects and the 
grounds of his objection." 

Also see Maclllrath t. United States, 88 UJS. App. D.a 270, 271, 188 7. 2d 
1009 (1951) which held that an objection to the instmction, made for the 
gxat time on appeal, came too late. 
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ment 'wMch the law considers dangerous. Ton are 
instructed, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, as a 
matter of law, that a loaded pistol is a dangerous 
weapon. For a person to ibe guilty of an assault, 
ladies and gentlemen of the jury, no actual contact is 
necessary because it then becomes a battery. The 
unlawful attempt by violence to do bodily injury to 
the person of another is all that is sufficient whether 
it is assault with a deadly weapon, so that if I take 
a weapon and I point the weapon at you and I don^t 
fire the gun, the assault has been consummated, the 
assaidt is finished, for I have the means at hand of 
injuring you, if I wish. So that, if you believe and 
believe beyond a reasonable doubt, ladies and gentle¬ 
men of the jury, on the 12th day of July, 1955, on the 
back porch of the apartment of Edward Langford, 
while Langford and the defendant were in an arOT- 
ment, that the defendant pulled a loaded gun from ms 
pocket and pointed it at the complaining witness I^g- 
ford, then it is your duty under the law to return a 
verdict of guilty under Count 2 of the indictment If 
you have a reasonable doubt about it, you must return 
a verdict of not guilty under Count 2 of the indictment. 
If you believe and believe beyond a reasonable doubt, 
ladies and gentlemen of the jury, that on or about 
July 12,1955, within the District of Columbia, that the 
defendant William Pitts made an assault on Robert 
L. Jordan with a dangerous weapon, that is, by shoot¬ 
ing him with this gun, then it is your duly under the 
law to return a verdict of OTilty as indicated under 
Count 1 of the Indictment K you have a reasonable 
doubt about it, you must return a verdict of not guilty 
under Count 1 of the indictment 

Now, certain facts in this case are admitted: 

(1) That the defendant Pitts, Langford and Jordan 
were in this apartment; 

(2) That the complainant witness Jordan was shot; 

(3) That the defendant Pitts had a loaded gun; and 

(4) That he pulled the loaded gun and he shot the 
loaded gun and the shot hit Jord^. 

Now those facts are not in dispute. 

What you have got to determine are circumstances 
surrounmng the happening of the event Pitts does 
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not deny, No. 1, that he got the gun, No. 2, that he 
pulled ^e gun and that he fired the gaUf and that 
Jordan was shot. He doesn’t deny that he had the 
gun out in his hand. He says that if any assault was 
committed on Langford, it was done in self defense 
and that, if any assault was committed upon Jordan, 
that it was done in self defense. 

Now, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, the right to 
defend oneself on the ground of self defense, of course 
is founded in necessity, real or apparent. To defend 
oneself, of course, is the first law of nature. The right 
exists only in extremity, where there is no way of 
avoiding the harm that is apparent to the person 
resorting to the right. If there is no real or apparent 
necessity for the shooting then the defense falls. So 
that, in order to assert self defense as an excuse or 
justification for shooting, you are instructed that the 
defendant must have been in imminent danger of death 
or great bodily harm at the time of committing the 
act or must have had reasonable grounds for believing 
and did in good faith believe that he was in such peril, 
and that me shooting was necessary to avert that 
peril. Self defense, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, 
means self defense from a present danger or imminent 
injury to a person which might maime him or which 
might be permanent in character or which might even 
result in Ms own death. One can not go further than 
is reasonably necessa^ in the defense of Ms person. 
He can not carry Ms right of self defense to the extent 
of using a dea^y wea^Mn upon Ms assailant except 
where, to Ms apprehension as a reasonable man, such 
extreme measures are necessary to save himself from 
death or from great ibodily harm. 

You are instructed therefore, ladies and gentlemen 
of the ju^, that if you find from the evidence that the 
complaining witnesss, either Langford or Jordan, first 
made an unjustifiable assault upon the defendant or 
that the defendant had just, proper and reasonable 
grounds to believe and did honestly believe, and tMs 
behef is substantiated by the testimony of tMs tri^ 
that the complaining witnesses were about to do him 
personal injury, then he had the right to use such force 
as was reasonably necessary to protect himself from 
personal injury, and if it was necessary under the 
circumstances to shoot the gun or to point the gun in 
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order to defend himself, then yon most return a verdict 
of not gnilty under this indic^ent. 

Apx)ellant argues that the part of the charge dealing 
with assault was misleading in that the court told the jury 
that the facts surrounding the assault were admitted, 
thereby leaving the jury with no alternative hut to return 
a verdict of guilty. Appellant did admit that he drew a 
gun from his pocket and shot Mr. Jordan (JA. 37), so the 
assault was in fact admitted.^ However, the court did not 
end its charge on this note.* After spelling out the elements 
of the assault, the court went on to tell the jury that their 
task was to determine the circumstances surrounding the 
event He told them that even though an assault may 
have been committed, appellant would not be guilty if su<A 
assault was x)erpetrated in self-defense. 

Appellant also argues that in its charge on self-defense 
(Br. 5), . . at no point during the definition did the 

court specificaUy define the right of a person in immediate 
danger of death or great bodily harm.” In answer to tbia 
contention, it will be noted that the court instructed as 
follows (J~A 54): 

. . [He] [appellant] had the right to use such 
force as was reasonably necessary to protect himself 
from personal injury, and if it was necessary under 

3Th«n ean be no donbt that the act of diooting a penoa with a pistol 
e on si t o t ea an aasaalt with a daagerons weapon. MaftTHrath t. United States, 
snpra. Since an aasanlt is "an attempt with force or violence to do a corporal 
injnrj to another, and maj consist of anj act tending to snch corporal in- 
jnry, accompanied with snch cirenmstanoes as denote at the time an intent, 
eonpled with the present abUitj, of using aetoal violence against the per¬ 
son" there is no question that pointing the loaded pistol at the complainant 
constitotes an assault with a dangerous weapon. Patterson v. Pilans, 42 App. 
D.C. 505 (1915). Appellant does not argue otherwise. 

a Appellant (Br. 4) seems to infer that it was improper for the court to 
first explain to the jurj the elements of assault, before going into the theorj 
of self-defense. However, this is the onlj logical sequence to follow since 
the assault was the crime charged and in effect appellant admitted the 
assault but claimed it was justified because he was acting in self-defense. 
The above quoted part of the charge shows that immediatelj after instruct¬ 
ing om assault the court explained iq>pellant’a theory of defense—self-defense. 
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the drcamstaiices to shoot the gun in order to defend 
himself) then yon must retnm a verdict of not gnilty 
under this indictment^’ 

The record will show that the entire portion of the 
charge concerned with self-defense follows very closely 
both the previous teachings of this Court and the Supreme 
Court In Kvnard v. United States, 68 App. D.C. 250, 254, 
96 F. 2d 522 (1938) this Court said; 

**The essence of the self-defense situation is a 
reasonable and bona fide belief of the imminence of 
death or great bodily harm. Brown v. United States, 
256 U.S. 335, 343 [1921].” 

In the Brottm case to which this Court referred it was 
stated that, 

. . [I]f a man reasonably believes that he is in 
immediate danger of death or grievous bodily harm 
from his assailant he may stand his ground and that 
if he kills him he has not exceeded the bounds of 
lawful self-defense.” 

Also see Hopkins v. United States, 4 App. D.C. 430, 433 
(1894), where this Court said: 

“The defendant must show clearly that he was 
attacked and that he had good reason to believe that 
he was in imminent peril of his life or of great bodily 
harm.” 

That the accused must, before shooting his attacker, have 
sought to avoid the attack is made plain by the language 
in Laney v. United States, 54 App. D.C. 56, 58, 294 F. 412 
(1923), where this Court said: 

“If one has reasonable cause to believe that he will 
be attained in a manner which threatens him witii 
bodily injury, he must avoid the attack if it is possible 
to do so, the right of self-defense does not arise until 
he has done everything in his power to prevent its 
necessity.” 
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Thus it will ibe seen that all of the essential elements of 
self-defense were covered, and no error resulted from the 
conrt’s charge. 


CX>NCLUSION 

WHEaBFOKB, it is respectfully urged that the judgment of 
the District Court be affirmed. 

Omvna 0asch, 

United States Attorney, 
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